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■ S a r a h  P e t e r s e n  •
St a f f  W r i t e r
“F reedom  ... from  re lig ious and p o litica l 
opp ression  th ro u g h  the p rac tice  o f  re len tless  
nonv io len t re s is tan ce .” T h is s ta tem en t h ead ­
lines the w eb site  o f  S ou lfo rce, an  eg a lita r­
ian  o rg an iza tio n  th a t seeks to  end the  c laim ed  
d isc rim in a tio n  ag a in s t lesb ian , gay, b isexual, 
and  tran sg en d e r (L G B T ) in d iv id u a ls .
Founded  by  Dr. M el W hite , fo rm er ghost 
w rite r  for Je rry  Falw ell, B illy  G raham , and  
o th e r p ro m in en t evange lica l lead ers , Soul- 
fo rce ’s m issio n  is “to  help  end  the su ffe r­
ing  o f  G o d ’s lesb ian , gay, b isex u a l, and 
tran sg en d ered  c h ild ren .” To acco m ­
p lish  th is  ob jec tive , S ou lfo rce  b e ­
lieves it m ust change the  m inds 
o f  re lig io u s leaders and  in s ti tu ­
tio n s w hose teach in g s and po li 
cies “ lead  (d irec tly  and 
in d irec tly ) to  th a t su f­
fe rin g .”
In  2006 , S oulforce 
launched  E q u a lity  R ide, 
an  exped ition  th a t en ­
deavors to  a sso c ia te  i ts e lf  
w ith  M artin  L u th er K ing  
Jr.’s F reedom  R ides o f  the 
1960s. T h is c u rren t p ro j­
ec t em ploys th a t sam e 
nonv io len t c o n fro n ta ­
tio n  m ethod  to  m eet w ith  
m ilita ry  and  re lig ious 
schools n a tionw ide  th a t 
have po lic ies  ag a in st 
en ro llin g  p rac tic in g  
LG B T studen ts.
L ast y e a r’s E q u a li­
ty  R ide took  33 young 
ad u lts  on a seven-w eek  
jo u rn e y  across A m e ri­
ca, v is itin g  19 schools
w ith  the po lic ies  p ro h ib itin g  LG BT studen ts. 
A m ong the  schools it v is ited  last y ea r w ere 
W heaton , L iberty , B righam  Y oung, B ethel 
(M N ), and  the  U.S. N aval A cadem y. A t each 
stop , these  young a c tiv is ts  com m u n ica ted  
w ith  conv ic tion , “L ea rn  from  h is to ry ; end  re ­
lig io n -b ased  d isc rim in a tio n .” W hen  allow ed 
by the in s titu tio n s , the  E q u a lity  R iders held  
p ress co n feren ces, d iscu ssio n s, and  forum s.
T hough  o ften  m et w ith  oppositio n  and 
adversity , Soulforce v iew ed  the  2006 trip  
as b en e fic ia l to  th e ir  cause. In  response , 
the  g roup  is p rep a rin g  to  launce  the  2007
w ith  doubled  force —  tw o buses o f  c ru sa d ­
ers, tw ice  as m any schools schedu led  to  v is it, 
and  a goal to  m ake tw ice  as m uch change as 
2006.
C ed a rv ille  holds to  a b ib lica lly  based  n o ­
to le ran ce  p o licy  on hom osexuality . A cco rd ­
ing  to  the s tu d en t handbook , “H om osexual 
ac ts , behav io r, or p rom otion  o f  a hom osex­
ua l life s ty le ” cou ld  resu lt in  d ism issa l from  
the  school. T h is is p a r t o f  a b ro ad er po licy  
th a t c ites any sexual ac tiv ity  ou tside  o f  the
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Opera H ouse Local 
H istoric Treasure
• K a t e  K l e i n  •
Staff  W r i t e r
CU Prepares for
Potential Flu Outbreak
The Cedarville Opera 
House, located at 70 N. Main 
St., is a community fixture 
and has staged many memo­
rable events and visitors over 
the years, including Cedar­
ville High School and Ce­
darville College graduation 
ceremonies and visiting poli­
ticians, musicians, and evan­
gelists. The Opera House 
opened in 1888 and is on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places.
According to Jane Mills, 
a 70-year Cedarville resident 
and a member o f the Cedar­
ville Opera House Society, 
the building “was kind o f the 
focal point o f all community 
activities” until the 1950s.
Mills said that Whitelaw 
Reid, the U.S. Ambassador to 
England, brought the designs 
for the Opera House from 
England and also provided 
scenery from Paris. Reid was 
a Cedarville resident and 
lived where State Senator 
Mike DeWine now resides.
Joyce Reese, president of 
the Cedarville Opera House 
Society, said that the Opera 
House is “a 1/3 scale model 
o f the Royal Albert Conser­
vatory in London.” She noted 
that it was built in the fashion 
o f most opera houses o f its 
day, which used the ground 
floor mainly for offices, 
meaning patrons had to scale 
three flights o f stairs to reach 
the actual auditorium.
Mills explained that the 
Pennsylvania Railroad used 
to stop in Cedarville, bring­
ing passengers and freight. 
Many performers arrived in 
Cedarville via the train and 
stopped to speak or put on a 
show at the Opera House.
Mills graduated from high 
school at the Opera House. 
She also attended many per­
formances there, including 
class plays, operettas, and 
a magic show. As a young 
girl, she was most impressed 
when Count von Luckner, a 
German U-boat commander, 
spoke there. “I was a small
C o ntinued  on 
PAGE 3
• A n g e l a  B a c o n  •
Staff  W r i t e r
Cedarville is working with 
the Green County Health De­
partment to prepare for the 
possibility of a pandemic flu 
outbreak on campus. Debra 
McDonald, director of univer­
sity medical services; Doug 
Chisholm, director of campus 
safety; and Tim Bosworth, as­
sociate vice president of hu­
man resources, began a plan­
ning board for the threat of 
pandemic flu this past April.
“I was skeptical at first,” 
said McDonald about the pos­
sibility of pandemic flu as a 
threat. After doing some re­
search, though, she decided it 
was necessary to create plans 
to cope with this potential 
emergency.
In a “pandemic” flu situ­
ation, many epidemics of the 
same flu break out all over 
the world. No one has a high 
amount of natural immunity 
to the disease, so it passes ef­
fortlessly from human to hu­
man.
A new flu strain would
most likely originate from the 
avian flu; however, “no one re­
ally knows” for certain wheth­
er pandemic flu could come 
from the avian flu or from 
something else, said McDon­
ald. Wild waterfowl carrying 
the virus could migrate and 
transmit it to local birds, which 
could then infect humans.
So far the avian flu has not 
affected many people, and it 
has only appeared in ten coun­
tries, including Cambodia, 
China, Egypt, and Iraq. Many 
of its symptoms are similar
to those of other illnesses, 
such as fever, muscle aches, 
and sore throat. However, the 
avian flu has also included eye 
infections.
The avian flu has not yet 
spread by means of human- 
to-human contact. In the past, 
many of the people who con­
tracted the avian flu owned 
farms with birds that carried 
the disease.
If  the virus mutates so that 
it can be passed from human
C o ntinued  on 
PAGE 3
2 1 Cedars
News
Thursday, December 7, 2006
H omosexuality:
Rethinking the 
M ission Field
Fryrear Turns 
P rivate Pain into 
■B- “  P ublic M inistry
Homosexuality is one of the most challeng­
ing issues facing Christians today- impacting us 
personally and culturally like never before. Men 
and women, young and old alike, our neighbors, 
coworkers, teachers and fellow church-goers, 
our friends and beloved family members are 
identifying as gay or lesbian.
Yet, the Church has had little idea how to 
reach gays and lesbians with the Gospel. While 
we know Jesus mixed with the outcasts of Juda­
ism, we often feel ill-equipped to step out of our 
comfortable churches and share His message of 
hope and freedom with homosexuals.
Perhaps we fear being labeled “homopho­
bic” or “intolerant” by a society that seeks to 
silence the Christian viewpoint. At the very least 
we wonder, What Would Jesus Do?
The Mission Field
Like those in the “10-40 window” and else­
where trapped in sin and false doctrine, gays and 
lesbians are similarly lost in darkness and have 
fallen under what the Apostle Paul describes as a 
“strong delusion.” And while Christians eagerly 
support missionary efforts around the world to 
fulfill the Great Commission, Christians often 
neglect the lost among us in our own communi­
ties -  including men and women who are living 
homosexually.
However, gays and lesbians are a mission 
field like any other, and we can evangelize them 
like other groups -  by understanding their his­
tory, worldview, beliefs, and culture -  in love 
and compassion.
Understanding History
While it is helpful to know about the gay 
rights movement when relating to homosexuals, 
it is more important to understand the personal 
history of those you hope to reach with the Gos­
pel; this means understanding the root causes of 
same-sex attraction.
To do so, one must know that the formation 
of a homosexual identity is the result of a combi­
nation of environmental, psychosocial and pos­
sible biological factors, combining to interact in 
ways unique to each individual.
Specifically, these factors may include fail­
ure to properly bond with the same-sex parent 
and same-sex peers, over-identification with the 
opposite-sex parent, personality temperament, 
incest and/or sexual molestation, exposure to 
pornography, sexual experimentation, negative 
body image, difficulty in relating to the opposite 
sex, and media influences.
Thus, in understanding the root causes of 
homosexuality, Christians learn that this broken 
relational pattern is no different than other un­
godly ways humans deal with pain and rejection 
-  whether it is heterosexual or homosexual.
Understanding Worldview
Until recently, most homosexuals under­
stood that same-sex attractions were fueled 
by root causes. Beginning in 1991, however, a 
series of studies were reported by the media as 
supporting a genetic basis for homosexuality. 
Because of these reports, most homosexuals 
today think they were “bom gay.” Because the 
culture affirms homosexuality as normal and 
natural, they often see no need to change or seek 
biblical resolution to their condition.
This worldview presents several challenges 
to Christians who seek to reach homosexuals. 
First, the conclusion that homosexuality is in­
nate and unchangeable is not true. None of these 
studies has been shown to be valid or replicable 
and other studies indicate people can and do 
change their sexual orientation.
Second, since homosexuality is a develop­
mental condition and gays and lesbians do not 
overtly “choose” their attractions, it is difficult 
for them to distinguish between their feelings 
and their core identity. Because most see their 
homosexuality as being who they are, Chris­
tians must approach them with great sensitivity
-  sharing the truth that all humans are tempted 
by unchosen inclinations.
Understanding Beliefs
Related to the “bom gay” worldview is the 
pernicious lie that the Bible does not condemn 
homosexuality. Sadly, today there are whole 
denominations that have been deceived by a 
pro-gay revisionist theology that twists the clear 
meaning of scripture and claims homosexuality 
is not sin.
Since Christians will undoubtedly be con­
fronted with revisionist theology while engaging 
homosexuals for Christ, we must be prepared 
to effectively rebut it in grace and truth. Upon 
closer examination, pro-gay doctrine can not be 
sustained, and resources such as Focus on the 
Family’s “Focus on Social Issues” website are 
helpful (www.family.org/cforum/fosi/).
Understanding Culture
Finally, Christians must know that the 
ground of this mission field can be particularly 
hard. Peihaps due to the rejection gays and lesbi­
ans have experienced, while their exteriors may 
appear to be tough, inside these men and women 
are often wounded and easily hurt.
From this place of woundedness flows a 
powerful need to be affirmed by society. Is­
sues become personal, emotional and highly 
politicized. Thus, we must look beyond their 
homosexuality and demonstrate Christ’s tender 
heart for them as individuals. And just as Jesus 
befriended us in our sin and brokenness, we, too, 
must be willing to befriend those who struggle 
with homosexuality.
We must know them personally and learn 
to see beyond the sin to the individual in need 
of the Savior. Like all missionaries, we must 
diligently pray that veils of deception would be 
lifted and hearts softened to repent and receive 
the freedom and transformation that comes only 
in Christ. God’s heart is that no one would per­
ish. Are we willing to minister to them? What 
would Jesus do?
Kermit Rainman is a research analyst at 
Focus on the Family, and Melissa Fryrear also 
serves at Focus as the director o f the Gender 
Issues Department. Both serve in the Public 
Policy Division.
• For starters, tell me a little about 
what you do as director of the Gender 
Issues department within the govern­
ment and in the Public Policy division 
for Focus on the Family.
We are committed to defending the 
fam ily  — God’s created intent fo r  the fam ­
ily — and to nurturing the family.
So many people are aware o f  the issue 
o f  homosexuality and how they are affect­
ing culture, families, and churches; it is 
one o f  the top issues in the culture.
We want to help them [families] when 
they are affected by homosexuality. We 
want to help get at what is going on, on a 
deeper level. We help define what truth is. 
Our goal is to provide help and hope and 
to respond in a Christian way by loving
the individual.
• What are some truths that become 
confused or distorted in the homosexu­
al community?
There are two myths that the gay com­
munity has been very good at disseminat­
ing. One is that homosexuality is genetic. 
Although studies done in the last 20 years 
have not been able to prove this, the media 
has misrepresented those finding and sub­
tly suggested that it is genetic. The second 
is that gays and lesbians choose to be gay. 
I  have never met anyone who chose to be 
attracted to someone o f  the same sex — it 
is a very complex situation.
• What about the current trend, es­
pecially among college-age students, to 
experiment with homosexuality?
We are seeing more variations o f  ho­
mosexuality and lesbianism; it is not 
only accepted but glamorized in culture 
and media. There are more young people 
experimenting with sexual behavior and 
identity. However, they are still the mi­
nority. Most men and women have very 
significant root factors that make them 
vulnerable to same sex attraction. Still, 
there has been an increase in women ex­
perimenting with their sexuality. Recent­
ly, the term LUG was coined: lesbian until 
graduation. These women don’t identify
themselves as lesbian; they are ju s t ex­
perimenting. Still, this is a serious issue.
• Do you limit your ministry to those 
who openly identify with homosexual­
ity, as opposed to simply experiment­
ing?
We mainly minister to those who iden­
tify with it and are dissatisfied with it and 
want to overcome this lifestyle, or to the 
families o f  sons/daughters who are. We 
do want to increase our ministry as it is 
growing to include the variations.
Your insight into this issue comes 
from personal experience. Describe to 
me the progression from living as a les­
bian to becoming a public speaker for a 
Christian organization.
Not surprisingly, a majority o f  us have 
the history in our own lives. During my 
pre-teen and teenage years, I  questioned 
my sexual and gender identify. I  did not 
have a Christian foundation. I  was too 
afraid to share what I  was thinking and 
in that silence I  began to more and more 
adopt that identity. I  lived as a lesbian fo r  
a decade until God intervened in my life by 
first bringing me to a saving knowledge o f  
Jesus Christ; then He brought me to know 
the truth o f  his word. Finally, he made me 
aware o f  the thousands o f  other men and 
women who had already overcome homo­
sexuality in their own lives and made me 
want to serve in this ministry.
• How do people respond to you when 
they find out about your background?
I  always share my story when I  minis­
ter to others; it is a public part o f  my min­
istry. My background provides a point o f  
understanding fo r  them, as well as a high 
level o f  empathy, sympathy and compas­
sion. As a result, they are somewhat more 
willing to listen.
• What was your pivotal moment 
that took you out of one lifestyle and 
into another?
In retrospect, lea n  see that two aspects 
o f  my life were taking place in conjunction 
with one another that lead towards my 
initial acceptance o f  Christ. First, having 
lived as a homosexual fo r  more than a de­
cade, I  was becoming more and more dis­
satisfied. I  was in multiple relationships, 
emotionally broken, began to abuse alco­
hol and drugs, and had a lot o f  unrest. My 
life was in many ways unmanageable and 
began to fa ll apart. Second, God already 
placed in my life a Christian co-worker 
— a very genuine, Christ-like, and com­
passionate man who literally represented 
Christ to me. I  watched him live out his 
Christian life on a daily basis. He walked 
and lived and ministered Jesus Christ to 
me, and as a result I  began to investigate 
Christianity.
It is also important to remember that I  
didn’t adopt a lesbian identity overnight; 
it was a progression. Likewise, my com­
ing under conviction o f  G od’s word and 
wanting to overcome homosexuality was 
a progression as well. It took one year af­
ter salvation fo r  God to really work out 
his truths in my heart and fo r  me to re­
pent before I  began the journey o f  seek­
ing to resolve the contributing issues. It 
took a number o f  years. There are often 
serious contributing affects that lead to a 
long and painful process to work through 
those issues.
• Do you see something different be­
tween the way you, as someone who has
C ontinued on 
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Continued from O pera on Front Page
child, and I got to meet him,” Mills said. She also enjoyed a visit by a group o f Hopi Indians who “had big 
displays o f beadwork and handwork and [presented] singing, dancing, and folklore.”
In 1955, the Opera House closed because o f  reduced interest in local events. “Transportation was at its 
peak,” Reese said. “People went out o f town to do things.”
By the end o f  the 1980s, “there were rumors that the Opera House might be tom  down,” Reese said. 
However, concerned people in the community banded together and had the building placed on the National 
Register o f Historic Places so that it could not be destroyed. Further, they requested that a Cedarville Opera 
House Society form to oversee its repair and reopen the building.
Mills is a charter member o f the Cedarville Opera House Society. “I had always known the place since I 
was four or five years old, and I really felt like it should be preserved,” she said.
The Opera House reopened in 1994 and presents an eclectic array o f  performers each season. Reese noted 
that the Opera House is in much the same condition as when it first opened, still containing its original seats, 
floor, stage, and trap doors. It is again a valued part o f the community, cared for attentively by the Cedarville 
Opera House Society.
Recent performers on its stage were the respected Hillsboro High School Choir, the 5-Point Cloggers, and 
the Jack Garrett Holiday Show. Next year’s season will include performances by the Ohio State M en’s Glee 
Club and the Ohio State Women’s Glee Club.
“Young people are very excited to perform there. I t’s a different setting,” Reese said. “They are not used 
to seeing a place so old in its original state.”
to human, and not just from bird to 
human, the rate at which the avian 
flu could spread would dramatical­
ly increase. Scientists are attempt­
ing to develop a vaccine to counter 
this possibilty.
Past pandemic influenzas in­
clude the “Spanish flu” (1918), 
the “Asian flu” (1957-58), and the 
“Hong Kong flu” (1968-69). O f the 
three, the “Spanish flu” resulted 
in the most deaths. Over 500,000 
People in the United States died 
from it, and between 20 million 
and 50 million people died glob­
ally.
“The key is to just be ready,” 
said Chisholm.
The planning board has to con­
CONTINUED FROM FLU ON FRONT PAGE
sider many aspects o f “normal” 
life as it prepares for the possibil­
ity of pandemic flu. In the event of 
this emergency, Cedarville would 
have to restrict large public meet­
ings (such as chapel, concerts, and 
basketball games) where disease 
could spread more easily. If  a quar­
antine were necessary, there would 
have to be a place to house all of 
the people who are infected and 
those who have come into contact 
with them.
A pandemic flu on campus 
would not only affect students. 
“Part of [the plan] will have to in­
clude family preparedness for our 
staff,” said McDonald.
“The impact o f not being able
■
to operate [an organization] effec­
tively [...] for any period of time 
is a problem,” said Bosworth. Is­
sues could include planning for the 
possibility of ill faculty and staff 
members. In that case, there would 
have to be “an effective way to hire 
temporary workers if  needed, es­
pecially given our hiring criteria 
as a Christian university,” said Bo­
sworth.
“You’ve got to be reasonable 
about all of this,” said Chisholm, 
who compared the flu threat to the 
Y2K scare: People worked ahead 
of time to prevent potential catas­
trophe, and everything worked out 
fine. “When you plan for some­
thing, usually nothing happens.”
Continued from Fryrear on Page 2
experienced homosexuality, approach ministry, and the way others who have never experienced 
do?
People who have experienced homosexuality and are now ministering to others understand the 
c°nplexity o f  it and the difficulty to overcome it. They approach the ministry with an inherent compas- 
Sl°n, understanding, and grace. For others, it is often necessary to have a learning curve; they have 
Questions and need to invest time and effort into learning about the complexity o f  the issue. Then, com­
passion and patience comes. Understanding doesn’t happen overnight. What is interesting is that often 
°ome to see so many points o f  similarity that help to solicit empathy. Eating disorders and abuse, fo r  
example, often have similar contributing factors.
• Does understanding come from education on the issue?
d combination o f  education on the issue and understanding o f  our own fallen humanity is needed. 
e need to be in touch with our own vulnerabilities to sin and our own past histories o f  brokenness and 
struggie, whether it is homosexuality, an eating disorder, or cutting. When we combine an understand- 
l*8 o f our own humanity with the knowledge o f  our need fo r  a savior, we create a level ground at the 
ot o f  the cross that fosters understanding and better equips us to help.
• Why do you do what you do?
God opened up this beautiful opportunity to minister in this critical issue. First and foremost is the 
lre to share the person o f  Jesus Christ and what he had done fo r  every person.
• What are some of your goals?
The deepest craving o f  my heart is to know the Lord more and to fa ll more and more in love with
him. / want to be equipped to better minister.
, WJ7 ministry, my goal is to share evangelistically and to boldly stand for a biblical worldview, 
c lc involves sexuality and how it is expressed, and to nurture families in how to live their lives t 
or ing to scripture. Our goal is to not only combat what is not true, but to also get truth out there.
ac-
Continued from Equality on Front Page
co n tex t o f  h e te ro sex u a l m ar­
riag e  as be in g  out o f  p e rsp e c ­
tive w ith  the g u id e lin es  set in  
sc rip tu re .
S ou lfo rce  a lread y  in fo rm ed  
C ed a rv ille  th a t they  are in 
d isag reem en t w ith  the u n iv e r­
s ity ’s p o licy  and  th a t they  m ay 
a ttem p t to  v is it the  cam pus.
“A s one o f  the larg est 
schools in  the CCCU , it w ould  
su rp rise  m e i f  Sou lfo rce d id  
no t a ttem p t to  v is it ou r cam ­
p u s,” said  C arl R uby, C edar- 
v i l le ’s V ice P resid en t o f  S tu ­
den t L ife.
In  a re sponse  le tte r s igned  
by  R uby to  the  2007 E q u a lity  
R ide o rg an ize r, the  u n iv e r­
sity  a ssu red  the o rg an iza tio n  
th a t C ed a rv ille  is not open  to  
ch an g in g  the  c u rren t p o licy  
on hom osexuality , and  fu r th e r  
s ta ted , “ I f  yo u r goal is to  help 
in s titu tio n s  like  C ed arv ille  
m odera te  th e ir  p o lic ies, we 
su g g est th a t you exclude C e­
d a rv ille  from  yo u r itin e ra ry  
and  focus on in s titu tio n s  th a t 
are m ore open  to  your position . 
O ur co n v ic tions b ib lica lly  do 
no t a llow  us th is  la titu d e .”
The le tte r  w ent on to  say, 
“We ag ree  th a t th is  is one o f  
the m ost c r itic a l issues facing  
the church  today , and i f  you 
choose to  inc lude  C ed arv ille  
in  yo u r itin e ra ry , we w ill re c ­
ogn ize  your d ig n ity  as in d i­
v id u a ls  c rea ted  in  G od’s im age 
and  seek to  share  the  tru th  o f 
h is W ord and  the com passion
I
o f  Jesus C h ris t.”
“ I w ould  like to  see S ou l­
force com e to C ed a rv ille  as 
an  o p p o rtu n ity  for ou r s tuden t 
body  to  show  them  we do no t 
have the ste reo ty p ica l th o ugh t 
p ro cess  o f  m any C h ris tian  
co llege cam puses,” said  B en 
S um m ers, SGA ac tiv itie s  
bo ard  d irec to r.
R uby ag reed  th a t a v is it 
from  the E q u a lity  R ide cam ­
p a ig n  w ould  give the  s tuden t 
body  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  ex­
p ress rea l C h ris tian  love and 
va lu es  and  to  “ lea rn  the c r i t i ­
ca l life  sk ill o f  a r tic u la tin g  a 
g rac io u s b ib lica l re sp o n se  to  
in d iv id u a ls  w ho oppose  ou r 
p o sitio n .” He ex p ressed  g r ie f  
over the w ay m any C h ris tian s  
today  have resp o n d ed  h a te ­
fu lly  in  w hat R uby says is u n ­
ch a rac te ris tic  w ith  the  exam ­
ple set by Jesus C h ris t. “ I hope 
th a t ou r studen ts w ill look to  
the sc rip tu res  for answ ers, and 
th en  respond  in  the sp irit o f  
Jesus C h ris t,” R uby said.
“T h is p o ten tia l v is it should  
be v iew ed  as an o p p o rtu n ity  
for the u n iv e rs ity  stu d en ts  to 
in te ra c t in  a rea l-w orld  issu e ,” 
com m en ted  Sum m ers.
I f  C ed arv ille  does receive 
a v is it from  S oulforce and  the 
E q u a lity  R ide advocates in  
A pril o f  2007, R uby said , “ it is 
im p o rtan t th a t we be peop le  o f  
m oral in teg rity ,” and reac t in  a 
w ay th a t is g lo rify in g  to  G od.
I began the t Counseling Skills course. We are dared to ask the 
questions we'don’t want to ask about ourselves. I have been 
pushed to learn so much more about who 1 am and to develop 
this deep-seated desire to care about and help others in need. ^  ^
A glimpse of Grace:
•  M A  in Counseling
•  M A  In Interpersonal Relations
•  Scripturally Based
1 Focused on each students personal & spiritual growth
C O t l B C  BmMipAtK szuoai
Web site; www.grace.edu •  E-mail; macstg@grac8.edu •  Telephone; i-8G0-M-GRACE,e*t. 6397 
206 Seminary Oriva, Winona lake, Indiana 46590
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‘Christianese - A  Language o f our Ow n
• J u s t i n  K e l l e r  •
Staff  W r i t e r
We speak a curious language 
at C edarv ille  U niversity.
A ctually, i t ’s a d ialect com ­
m on am ong m ost evangelical 
com m unities I ’ve had the op­
p o rtu n ity  to experience. From  a 
com m on d ic tionary  o f b ib lical 
term s we weave together a ca ta­
logue o f  phrases and expressions 
in an attem pt to com m unicate 
w hat we understand  to be some 
o f the m ost sp iritua lly  s ig n ifi­
can t concepts and rea lities avail­
able to m an.
Sadly, the m ore I ’ve allow ed 
m yself to  listen  to the language 
around me and the m ore I try  to 
drop my conditioned responses 
to certa in  phrases, the m ore I re ­
a lize  how little  o f  our C hristian  
language holds any real m ean­
ing.
It seem s to me that we who 
value tru th  so highly  should be 
a larm ed by th is realization . We 
have a tendency to rely on p re ­
fabricated  expressions to com ­
m unicate tru th s  that we expe­
rience personally  and, often, 
em otionally. We possess con­
ditioned phrases that we can
a
spontaneously  u tilize  to  convey 
com plicated  sp iritua l experi­
ences and lessons. O ver tim e, 
these phrases becom e shields, 
convenient nam e tags tha t define 
our cu rren t sp iritua l state in  ten 
w ords or less, and 
we becom e in ­
creasing ly  iso lat­
ed and po ten tia lly  
dishonest.
For exam ple, 
suppose you’re at 
a prayer m eeting  
w ith your good 
friend  Ed. W hen 
i t ’s E d ’s tu rn  to 
update the group 
on his week, he 
says som ething 
like, “I ’ve really  been s trugg ling  
w ith  an old sin lately. I rea lly  feel 
G od’s arm s around me, though, 
and I am th ankfu l for that. H e’s 
teach ing  me how to look to  H im  
for my streng th .”
O f course, we understand  
h im ; we believe. We speak  his 
language.
I f  we honestly  evaluate w hat 
Ed said, though, I th in k  w e’ll re ­
alize he d idn ’t say m uch o f any­
th ing. The phrase  “strugg ling
w ith  sin” is a euphem ism . I t ’s 
d ishonest. It dam pens the heat 
o f  the real issue behind  the th ree  
w ords, allow ing everyone in  the 
room  to feel safe and com fort­
able.
Over time, these phrases be­
com e shields, convenient name 
tags that define our current spir­
itual state in ten w ords or less, 
and we become increasingly iso­
lated and potentially dishonest.
As for the rest o f  h is b rie f  
statem ent, Ed seriously  fails to 
com m unicate w hat h e ’s feeling 
or how he is personally  encoun­
te ring  God. These phrases belong 
to  som eone else; they are neither 
E d’s, nor m ine, nor yours.
I realize  we often  elaborate 
m ore than  in my sim ple exam ple 
o f  Ed at the prayer m eeting. We 
fill in  some o f the b lanks w ith  
details. Too often , though, the 
bu lk  o f  our sp iritua l dialogue
rests  on the carefu lly  o iled  tracks 
o f  accep ted  C hris tian  verbiage. 
We have a ready  com m and o f the 
ph rases, and I th in k  speaking  the 
lingo allow s us to feel secure, at­
tached to  a com m unity  tha t u n ­
derstands us and, 
w ell, speaks our 
language.
O ur com fort­
able acceptance o f 
th is w eakened lan ­
guage w orries me. 
In fact, it m akes me 
angry. I don’t doubt 
tha t m any tim es 
w hen we use these 
ph rases, we are 
fervently  sincere 
about w hatever it 
is w e’re try ing  to express. W e’re 
not th in k in g  about the fact that 
w e’re p ick ing  som eone else’s 
words to try  to  describe w hat it 
is we personally  believe -  but 
th a t’s the problem : W e’re not 
th ink ing . A nd by not th ink ing , 
we are s tripp ing  m eaning from  
w hat we are supposed to believe 
is the m ost m ean ingfu l narrative 
and s ign ifican t re la tionsh ip  o f 
the hum an experience.
eBay® - A Redefinition of Commerce
• J e n n a  M a r c u m  •
V i e w p o i n t s  E d i t o r
One th ing  is for sure: I f  I can get my 
hands on a Play Station 3, I w ill shell out 
the $600 on the spot.
W hy? Not because I am a video game 
guru  (trust me, I am far from  it), but be­
cause I know  that the eBay® m arket cur­
rently guarantees a $200-$1400 profit on 
any new PS3.
“Find. Buy. Sell “it” on eBay®.” This 
C hristm as m arks my th ird  year o f  doing so, 
and I ’m here to tell you, i t ’s everything i t’s 
cracked up to be. R ight now, during the p re ­
holiday season, the m arket is up because of 
feverish C hristm as shoppers perusing the 
web w hen they’re too tired , bored at work,
or nothing short o f desperate for the last 
th ing on the ir nine-year-old n iece’s m ile- 
long C hristm as list.
It was one such gentlem an, a fine fellow 
in need o f  a sold-out A m erican Girl doll, 
who m ade my selling season last C hrist­
mas. W ith only four days left un til D ecem ­
ber 25 he purchased my played-w ith, eight- 
year-old Josefina doll for $320, earning me 
a profit o f alm ost $240.
In the past few years, online shopping 
has grow n at a rapid pace. This year, the 
M onday after Thanksgiving was christened 
“C yber M onday,” w ith CNN reporting  a 
50 percent increase from  the average M on­
day m orning traffic  rate on big shopping 
w ebsites. M any people tu rn  to sites such 
as eBay® in order to avoid crazed holiday 
shopping.
I, for one, boycotted Black Friday for the 
firs t tim e in  years. I ’d like to  say that it was
because I was tak ing  a stand against capi­
talism  or A m erican m aterialism , but hon­
estly, I was m erely unim pressed by the lack 
o f decent doorbusters. I found m yself much 
more im pressed by online discounts, in ­
cluding free shipping and large percentage 
reductions, and found the idea o f avoiding 
parking lot frustrations and thirty-m inute 
lines ra ther appealing.
The eBay® m arket provides an a lterna­
tive to trad itional shopping, both offering 
the th rill o f last-m inute bidding and elim i­
nating the hassle o f  locating particu lar 
items. For 60 cents a listing, eBay sellers 
can take advantage o f  such a fast-grow ing 
m arket.
W hen you go hom e for C hristm as, dig 
through your closets for d iscarded presents 
from  years past. I f  you 
are really  brave, take 
the risk  o f  buying popu­
lar item s that m ay sell 
out before C hristm as, 
w hile keeping your re ­
ceipt in case it doesn’t. 
E ither way, eBay® is an 
under-tapped resource 
that m any students 
overlook.
Some item s that are 
popular am ong buyers right now include 
iPods, video gam es and system s, A m erican 
Girl dolls, v intage ch ildren’s toys from  the 
80s, cell phones and accessories, Legos®, 
brand-nam e handbags, books w ith recent 
and popular titles, digital cam eras, DVDs, 
fragrances, and, when January  begins, col­
lege textbooks.
Com m erce is quickly being redefined 
by the eBay® craze, both by elim inating 
the need for a personified  m iddlem an and 
by instantly  increasing supply. It benefits 
m any d ifferent groups, including the sh ip­
ping industry, the stock m arket, small busi­
nesses, bargain  shoppers, collectors, and 
all sorts o f  entrepreneurs.
It doesn’t look like the eBay® indus­
try  w ill be slowing down any tim e soon, 
so while technology is in your favor, learn 
how to take advantage o f  this often-over­
looked m oneym aking venue.
’W al-M a r t  B r in g s  
‘C h r is t m a s ’ Ba c k
• M i c h a e l  S h i r z a d i a n  •
C o n t r i b u t i n g  W r i t e r
Sing in me O muse, and through me tell the 
story o f  the m edia-battered cooperate giant, lad­
en anew with po litica l controversy.
W hile m others m echanically  bake the firs t o f 
the Y ule-tim e g ingersnaps, fathers vigorously  
fell g ian t C hristm as p ines, and college students 
e rud ite ly  prepare for w hat p rom ises to be yet 
another year o f  p a in stak in g  fin a l exam inations, 
re ta ile rs  are doing w hatever they can to fill the ir 
stockings w ith  cash.
R eta ilers  such as W al-M art, K oh l’s, and Ma- 
cy ’s are try in g  som ething new  to get on shop­
p e rs ’ “n ice” lists. A fte r several years o f  p laying 
dow n the gree ting , said  re ta ile rs  are rep lacing  
the generic “H appy H olidays” w ith  the co n tro ­
versia l “M erry  C hristm as.” ‘“ M erry  C h ris tm as’ 
is now p art o f the vocabu lary  here at W al-M art,” 
said one W al-M art spokesw om an.
This change is not w ithout controversy. W hile 
W al-M art p repares a com m ercial exh ib iting  a 
gaggle o f  carefree ch ild ren  fro lick ing  near a na­
tiv ity  scene, the m edia has been quick  to  sling 
th e ir  stones at the co rporate  g ian t, contending 
that, “ like its decision  to  use ‘H appy H olidays’ 
in  the firs t p lace, W al-M art’s re tu rn  to ‘M erry  
C h ris tm as’ is m otivated  by business in terests, 
not an effo rt to p reserve  trad itio n a l cu ltu re .” The 
controversy  does not end w ith  g reetings, either.
W al-M art is re-labeling  approx im ately  six ty  
p ercen t o f  its seasonal m erchandise  to  include 
the w ord “C h ristm as” w here it once w as “ho li­
day.” As i f  th is re-labeling  is not enough, cus­
tom ers w ill be serenaded  w ith  C hristm as carols 
w hile they peruse  the w ell-stocked  shelves.
W ith these controversial changes, m any re ­
ta ilers  have been quick  to  draw  th e ir ow n “p o liti­
cally  co rrec t” lines. “We are going to  continue to 
use the term  ‘ho lid ay ’ because there  are several 
holidays th roughou t tha t tim e period , and we 
ce rta in ly  need to be resp ec tfu l o f  all o f  them ,” 
said D aw n B ryant, a B est Buy spokesw om an.
W al-M art is a ttem pting  to  cover tha t m uddled
C ontinued on 
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With only four days left until 
December 25th, he purchased 
my played-with, eight-year-old 
Josefina doll for $320, earning 
me a profit of almost $240.
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Safe Havens?
■ J e s s i c a  W h i t e h a i r  • 
C o n t r i b u t i n g  W r i t e r
This week I received a letter from a girl 
who was in my cabin at camp this summer. 
This impulsive, freckled girl wrote that she 
had cut her wrists again. She’s seventeen 
years old and she’s been self-mutilating for 
years.
I received an email over the weekend from 
a friend at another Christian college, telling 
me that she had been dismissed from school 
for breaking the contract she made with her 
school counselor to stop hurting herself. She 
has one of the sweetest smiles I have ever seen 
— she just can’t stop cutting.
America is facing a scary trend these 
days. Two million people in the United States, 
or roughly four percent o f the population, en­
gage in self-mutilating behaviors. People are 
beginning to liken this pattern to the spread 
of anorexia across our country.
But this trend is not just “out there,” be­
yond our Cedarville bubble —  it’s here. Ac­
cording to a report on CNN.com, the profile 
for most people who self-mutilate is “white, 
female, middle-class and bright.” Believe it or 
not, they’ve just profiled a good portion of the 
Cedarville population.
You know these girls. They are 
your hallmates, your girlfriends, the 
ones you always see on the way to 
your first class, the girls who sit next 
to you. You see them every day; you 
just don’t know that they do. Why is 
that?
One of the first chapel speakers 
we had this semester haunted me 
with a comment about our university 
environment. He said Cedarville was 
“the first place” that people could go 
to with whatever problems they had.
But, speaking from personal experi­
ence, I think it is the last place.
There are certain sins with which Chris­
tians just aren’t allowed to struggle. The hier­
archy of sins we’ve created causes us to shim 
those who deal with temptations and sins that 
aren’t mainstream. Prominent among these 
sins are cutting, homosexuality, and eating 
disorders.
Psychology classifies cutting as an “ab­
normal” behavior. Inflicting physical self­
injury is not the way most people deal with 
pain. People generally don’t understand why 
anyone would react that way, so they don’t 
talk about it.
Christians are especially guilty of this. 
Every Christian girl I’ve ever known who 
cuts has said that the last people they could 
ever tell about their self-mutilation are the 
Christians in their lives.
Speaking of cutting in terms of addiction, 
I say I’ve “been clean” for a year now. But it’s 
still hard to tell the Christians I know that I 
fall into that category. The girls who wrote to 
me this week are terrified of telling the people 
in their churches, and these instances repre­
sent phenomenon documented across the na­
tion.
This is not the way it’s supposed to be. 
Churches and the Christians who form them 
are supposed to be safe havens for the hurt­
ing, the struggling sinners, especially those 
who are brothers and sisters in Christ.
Something is dreadfully wrong when the 
church is seen as the last place to turn, a place 
of judgment and condemnation.
According to the chapel speaker that I 
mentioned earlier, Cedarville is the first place 
where Christians can deal safely with their 
struggles. Correction: Cedarville should be.
Continued from WalMart on Page 4
base too. “ [W al-M art] em ployees are encouraged  to consider w ish ing  cu s­
tom ers holiday g reetings tha t are appropriate  to  th e ir  race or relig ion, 
including ‘H appy K w anzaa’ or ‘Feliz N av idad ,” ’ said one USA Today 
report. I can only  im agine the tu to ria l: “ S ta rt o ff  by assum ing  th ey ’re 
C hristians; i f  th e ir  race ind ica tes o therw ise, m erely  change your g ree t­
ing.” R acial p ro filing?  You decide.
W hy “C h ristm as” ? Im agine w alk ing  into W al-M art and being w arm ly 
greeted w ith an affec tionate , “H appy H anukkah .” The answ er is a sim ple 
°ne: C hristians com pose the m ajo rity  o f  the re lig ious population . By ap ­
pealing to  us, W al-M art can increase sales.
As a C hristian , I find  th is  very  offensive. M y faith  is being  taken  ad­
vantage for m ere fin an c ia l gain. W al-M art’s m an ipu lative actions can be 
com pared to the treachery  in  Luke 19 w hen Jesus overtu rns the synagogue 
tables for transfo rm ing  h is “house o f  p ray er” into a “den o f  th ieves.” This 
rime, once again , the den o f  th ieves is exploiting  re lig ion  for econom ic 
advantage.
I am not contending  tha t W al-M art is an evil em pire (as m any in the 
m edia do), m erely tha t we should challenge th is re ta ilin g  g ia n t’s tru e  in- 
rentions. N ext tim e you w alk  th rough  those double doors to  a record ing  o f  
We Three K ings,” the delicate arrangem ent o f  a n a tiv ity  scene, and the 
hospitable g ree ting  o f  “M erry  C hristm as,” look in to  the tw in k lin g  eyes o f  
your g ree te r and com e to  your ow n en ligh tened  conclusion.
CEDARVILLE
U N I V E R S I T Y
Cedarville University is seeking comments from the public about the University in preparation for its 
periodic evaluation by its regional accrediting agency. 
The University will undergo a comprehensive evaluation 
visit March 19-21, 2007, by a team representing the 
Higher Learning Commission of the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools. Cedarville 
University has been accredited by the commission since 
1975. The team will review the institution’s ongoing 
ability to meet the commission’s criteria for accreditation 
and general institutional requirements.
The public is invited to submit comments regarding the 
University:
Public Comment on Cedarville University 
The Higher Learning Commission
L etter to  th e  E d itor
• P r o f e s s o r  H e a t h e r  K u r u v i l l a  •
G u e s t  W r i t e r
I found the artic le  on in te rrac ia l dating  
in teresting . You see, w hen I see an in te rra ­
cial couple, I see people ju s t  like me.
I grew  up in  a sm all tow n w here there 
w ere no races o ther than  C aucasian . I even­
tually  w ent to school in  ano ther tow n w here 
I had  some C aucasian  and som e A frican- 
A m erican  friends, but I s till d id n ’t know  
anyone who w as A sian , H ispanic , or o f  any 
o ther ethnicity .
W hen I w as in  college, I m et people from  
all over the world. It helped me gain  some 
perspective on o ther cu ltu res. I also m et the 
m an who I w ould la te r m arry. He is from  
India , and has lived in  K uw ait, N igeria , In ­
dia, and the U.S. He has traveled  to Europe, 
M exico, and various p laces in  the M iddle 
East. I had  been to  C anada, but that w as as 
global as I got.
My husband and I are d ifferen t in m any 
ways o ther than  the m elan in  content o f  our 
skin. He com es from  a m u lticu ltu ra l back­
ground, and was in board ing  school since he 
was 11 .1 com e from  an iso lated  background, 
and never even had neighbors un til I w ent to 
college. Yet the Lord  b rought us together. 
We have tw o beau tifu l daughters.
So far, the only com m ents I have ever
go tten  from  bystanders are about how gor­
geous the g irls are. I have never experienced  
any o f  the d iscrim ination  n ightm ares that 
I ’ve heard  about.
My sister, R ebecca, traveled  to Costa 
R ica for her M aste r’s D egree. There she 
m et and m arried  her husband, Sebastian , a 
C osta R ican native. They have a b ilingual 
home. They now live in  New York State.
My youngest sister, Sarah, m arried  a 
C aucasian, and they adopted tw o boys from  
E thiopia. They also have th ree  B raz ilian  ex­
change students liv ing  in  the ir home. T heir 
hom e is a rainbow  o f m elanin  shades. I t ’s 
really  cool. A nd unusual. For you see, they 
live in  my non-d iverse  hom etow n. A ll by 
them selves they have d iversified  it. A nd 
th e ir neighbors are m ore than  “ to leran t.” 
T heir troop  o f  boys is w ell-respected  and 
w ell-received. ,
W hen we all get together th is  T han k s­
giving, there  w ill be people from  m any k in ­
dreds, tr ibes, and nations. K ind o f like w hat 
heaven w ill look like. G od b rings people to ­
gether from  all k inds o f  e thn ic  and cu ltu ra l 
backgrounds. It shou ldn’t bo ther us. A fte r 
all, we are all p a rt o f  H is fam ily, created  in 
H is im age, one species. We are the hum an 
race.
Get Photogenic with 
Camille and Win!
Here’s the scoop. Cedars is looking for some cool 
photos of YOU and our gifted copy editor, Camille 
Morse! Find her on campus some time between now 
and the end of the semester, and take a photo of the 
two of you. The Cedars production staff will judge 
the photos on the basis of class and creativity, and 
the winner will receive a $10 gift card for Vecinos! 
Don’t know Camille? She’s on Facebook, and she 
can frequently be found at the Writing Center.
Good luck!
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M TV’s Real World- 
All Too Accurate?
• D e n n i s  N a n g l e  •
C o n t r i b u t i n g  W r i t e r
On N ovem ber 22, M TV 
kicked  o ff  its 18th season o f  The 
Real World w ith  an in teresting  
tw ist. Instead  o f  having the 
token gay cast m em ber, racial 
m inority , and religious conser­
vative characters, the envelope­
pushing  netw ork decided to 
throw  all o f  those stereo types 
in to  the pot, resu lting  in cast 
m em bers Stephen and Davis.
As is trad itio n  in  the Real 
World series, separate groups of 
cast m em bers “random ly” m eet 
in  a “spontaneous” location  and 
then  “stum ble upon” th e ir ride 
to  th e ir new rent-free abode, 
w here everyone m eets and “re ­
a lly  clicks.” Stephen and D avis 
are pa ired  up and soon learn  
that they had  deep-seated  re li­
g ious beliefs in com m on. They 
travel to  the house together, 
happily  d iscussing  w hat church 
to a ttend , and eventually  decide 
on sharing  the room  w ith  two 
beds.
Two days later, cast m em ­
ber Jenn w onders aloud why a 
gay cast m em ber doesn’t exist 
am ong them . This is w here D a­
vis fin a lly  chim es in, revealing  
that he cam e out to his paren ts 
at age 12, and that a fte r C h ris­
tian  counseling  and regu lar 
choir a ttendance d idn ’t pan  out, 
he fin a lly  declared  h is hom o­
sexuality  to the public.
Im m ediately, S tephen’s eye­
brow s shoot up in surprise . He 
begins to  spout o ff about how 
w rong D avis is and how S te­
phen can ’t even look at him  the 
sam e way any more. Jenn cuts 
S tephen o ff  in  m id-tirade w ith, 
“How cuute! Do you have a 
b o y frien d ?” From  th is  po in t on, 
D avis opens up to the rest o f  the 
housem ates, and S tephen clam s 
up and fades into the d istance.
Is th is  a perfec tly -ed ited , im ­
peccably-engineered  ploy from  
M TV  to evoke em otional appeal
from  the view er? Perhaps. But 
w hat cannot be a ltered  or cut 
out is S tephen’s reaction.
His ex ternal response, w hile 
m agn ified  by cam eras and 
m icrophones, em bodies the 
thoughts tha t m any C hristians 
experience in ternally , and sub ­
sequently  conceal w ith a polite , 
aw kw ard sm ile and an askew  
stare. Som ething te lls me that 
D avis and S tephen w ill no lon­
ger be heading  to that church 
every  Sunday.
S ituations like D avis and 
S tephen’s are why rea lity  shows 
like The Real World becom e ex­
cellent cu ltu re  teachers. How­
ever, w hat’s even m ore relevant 
to C hristians is how these shows 
can show us secu lar responses 
to our thoughts and beliefs. R ec­
ogn izing  these responses allow s 
us to move past b lind  judgm ent 
and begin  to understand  why 
D avis believes w hat he believes 
and how we can properly  in ter­
act w ith  h im  on a respectfu l and 
honestly  loving level.
A few V iew points p ieces in 
the past have m et secu lar o p ­
position  w ith  condem nation 
and exhorta tion  to  the reader to 
put an end to our c u ltu re ’s s in ­
fu l ways. I f  a lost person  read 
opinions like these, her likely 
response w ould be “ th e re ’s an ­
other typ ica l, short-sigh ted , 
judgm en ta l C hristian .” In  our 
cu lture , G od’s sw ift fis t o f ju s ­
tice is too harsh  a concept, and 
w ill im m ediately  drive any 
seeking souls away.
Instead , our focus should be 
on w orking w ith  the ex isting  
view s o f  our generation , and 
learn ing  how to p roperly  react 
and in te rac t w ith  those w e’re 
called  to  reach. I t ’s one o f  our 
grea test com m andm ents, and 
D avis found it in  h is unsaved 
room m ates instead  o f  h is C h ris­
tian  friends and fam ily —
S tart w ith  love and respect. 
T hen w ork your way from  
there.
An Open Letter from Keith 
Rice to Cedars Managing 
Editor Joe Dugan
“...The bias in your writing is 
very obvious. I bet if you took 
Worldview Weekend’s worldview 
test you’d score as a socialist or 
secular humanist. Shame.”
We think its  a shame too, Keith. A 
crying shame.
C e d a r s  i 7Thursday, December 7, 2006
Cedars | Arts & Entertainment
A r t  In q u ir y : 
A a r o n  G o s s e r
• M i c h a e l  S h i r z a d i a n  •
C o n t r i b u t i n g  W r i t e r
“I t ’s very  d ifficu lt to 
delineate in  any broad 
m anner w hat a rt should 
look like,” w rote Mr. 
A aron G osser, P rofessor 
of G raphic D esign, in a 
personal essay in trica te ly  
im bued w ith  a rtis tic  co ­
gency.
“A rt should challenge; 
it should lead us to th ink  
of the w orld in  a d iffer­
ent way,” said G osser as 
he hastened  to  silence 
his cell phone’s m elo­
dious version o f  G reen 
D ay’s Holiday. “ I f  we 
are lim ited  to  only b ib li­
cal illu stra tions, or those 
types o f very  cod ified , 
them atic rep resen tations, 
then w e’re s tripp ing  art 
o f its potency, and w e’re 
left w ith  som ething else 
entirely.”
G osser believes that 
C hristians are called  to 
engage the w orld; i f  they 
confine them selves to a 
‘little C hristian  a rt box ,’ 
they are m issing  the boat. 
“ [C hristians] acquire 
strongly held opinions 
as to  w hat should con­
stitute ‘C h ris tian ’ a rt, a 
type m ore likely  centered  
around p ic to ria l them es, 
artistic  styles, or bo th ,” 
he observed in  h is essay.
Perhaps these a r tis ­
tic p resuppositions have 
som ething to do w ith  a 
fich artis tic  h istory . Is it 
Possible that a rtis tic  p rec­
edent has governed the 
C hris tian  c lassifica tion  
o f  ‘good’ art?
“A C h ris tian  a rtis t, 
ju s t like any C hristian , 
is governed m ore from  
doing every th ing  to  the 
honor and g lory  o f  G od,” 
G osser asserted , adding, 
“The great com m ission 
applies, bu t it doesn’t nec­
essarily  m ean tha t every 
w ork o f  a rt com ing from  a 
C hris tian  needs to re flec t 
d irectly  the G ospel’s m es­
sage.”
But, G osser said, it 
often  re flec ts  it in d i­
rectly. “A w ork like P i­
casso ’s G uern ica or M ax 
B eckm an’s N ight should 
repulse us w ith  th e ir  de­
plorable im ages o f  b ru ta l­
ity, su ffering  and death  
—  the u ltim ate  resu lt o f  
m an’s sin  and expulsion 
from  parad ise . B ut even 
in tha t m om ent w hen the 
v iew er pu lls back in  hor­
ror, we are left w ith  the 
inescapable rea lity  o f the 
in terconnection  innate  to 
our hum an cond ition  and 
the insurm ountab le  hope 
o f  salvation  apart from  
grace.”
“C reative force should 
be p a rt o f  everyone,” G os­
ser a ffirm ed , adding , “A rt 
is the bubb ling-over o f  
creativ ity . It rea lly  should 
have fun  w ith i tse lf!”
Balmer Substitutes
Dogma with Dogma
• N a t e  W a s h a t k a  •
Staff  W r i t e r
Randall Balmer, a professor of 
American history at Columbia Uni­
versity and a self-identified evangeli­
cal, uses his newest book to combat 
the “onslaughts o f misguided 
individuals who seek to impose 
their own views on the rest o f so­
ciety.”
The Religious Right, accord­
ing to Balmer, “represents some­
thing less than the best o f Christi­
anity, and many o f its adherents’ 
positions [...] serve ultimately to 
diminish the faith.”
Thy Kingdom Come: An 
Evangelical’s Lament (Basic 
Books; $24.95) is a diatribe 
against conservative Christian 
politics from the perspective of 
a “lover’s quarrel evangelical”
—  to use Balmer’s own phrase
—  disillusioned by the predomi­
nant evangelical culture.
Balmer, who has w ritten nu­
merous articles and books on 
evangelicals, unfortunately felt 
the need to contribute his voice to a 
conversation so worn that fresh per­
spectives —  to which Balmer, inci­
dentally, cannot claim —  are rare.
Balm er’s message is neither timely 
nor timeless. He touches on subjects 
that political commentators have ex­
plored ad infinitum in hundreds of 
books and thousands o f articles since 
the Religious Right emerged as a po­
litical force in the late seventies and 
early eighties. In the last six years, 
especially, non-evangelicals and 
evangelicals alike have conceded that 
the Religious Right is often an out- 
of-touch, uninformed, and unfortu- 
nately-influential constituency, which 
means the ideas in Balmer’s book are
neither new nor shocking.
The book is composed o f five chap­
ters and a lengthy conclusion. Each 
chapter touches on hot button political 
issues —  Balmer examines the con­
troversies surrounding abortion, pub­
lic education, and the environment
HOW THE RELIGIOUS RIGHT 
DISTORTS THE FAITH
a n d  Threatens  Am e r ic a
RANDALL BALMER
in turn. But while he derides the Re­
ligious R ight’s use of Christ as a po­
litical mascot, Balmer bases his own 
political perspectives on his selective 
interpretation o f C hrist’s teaching.
Replacing one religious-political 
doctrine for another does not overturn 
the flawed paradigm o f using religion 
to justify  one’s political crusades. By 
making the claim that Jesus wouldn’t 
condone torture, killing, or the “de­
spoiling o f the environment in the 
interest of corporate profits,” Balmer 
has simply substituted dogma with 
dogma.
Balmer writes with pervasive bit­
terness, and much of the book reads 
more like the personal rant o f a self-
perceived m artyr than an objective 
journalistic foray into the world of 
religion and politics. Consider the fol­
lowing passage:
“The evangelical subculture, 
which prizes conformity above all 
else, doesn’t suffer rebels gladly, and it 
is especially intolerant o f anyone 
with the temerity to challenge 
the shibboleths o f the Religious 
Right. Despite their putative 
claims to the faith, the leaders 
of the religious Right are vicious 
toward anyone who refuses to 
kowtow to their version of or­
thodoxy, and their machinery of 
vilification strikes with ruthless, 
dispassionate efficiency.”
To be sure, Balm er’s claims 
are valid; it’s just a wonder he 
felt the need to express them to 
a culture that already recognizes 
the biases, wrongdoings, and 
waywardness o f the Religious 
Right.
Balmer is absolutely right 
on several counts: the rightness 
or wrongness of abortion is not 
always as clear-cut as many 
evangelicals claim; public schools fill 
education gaps in our country which 
private charter schools, by their very 
natures, cannot fill; and environmen­
tal conservationism should be a prior­
ity for every committed Christian.
Unfortunately, Thy Kingdom Come 
packs the pyrrhic punch o f one gigan­
tic rhetorical question: Didn’t Jesus 
stand for more than Republican Party 
planks?
The answer, of course, is an em­
phatic “yes.” Unfortunately for Balm­
er, this is news to no one, and Thy 
Kingdom Come thus becomes little 
more than an extended editorial fit to 
be recycled as soon as the Religious 
Right takes up its next political cross.
The Trouble with Lobster Mac
• J o e  D u g a n  ■
A&E E d i t o r
Pacchia, darling o f the Oregon dis­
trict, was once among my favorite places 
to dine. The old-world Italian fare o f  the 
classic restaurant th rilled  me; the cof­
fee and cake served fresh at the Oregon 
Emporium rivaled the exquisite desserts 
across Fifth Street at Cafe Boulevard, and 
the ambience was unm atched by any res­
taurant in Dayton.
Over the past year, Pacchia has 
Morphed into an even “hotter” hotspot. 
The original restaurant closed; it was re ­
placed this sum m er w ith Pacchia Prim a, 
a trendier rendition w hich hopes to com ­
Pete w ith the likes o f  Trattoria Roma Co- 
umbus and the Bexley Monk.
M eanwhile, what was once a simple 
° Unge became the Jazz Room Bistro, an 
eclectic restaurant featuring a lim ited en- 
ree menu and an array o f  ‘small plates’ 
aPPetizers.
Until last Friday, I hadn’t had the op­
portunity to visit the new Pacchia. Given 
Past experiences, I assum ed I was in
0r a sensational night o f jazz  and deli­
cacy.
I could not have been more m istaken.
The place had no valet, to  begin w ith,
nor an attentive m aitre d ’. In fact, my fi­
ancee and I waited nearly five m inutes be­
fore a very young hostess found her way 
to the entry  —  where we were standing 
awkwardly —  and greeted us.
The hostess was unable to find my res­
ervation, and seated us at a tiny  table in a 
high-traffic area near the restroom .
O ur server w aited several m inutes be­
fore taking our d rink  orders —  a couple 
o f overpriced sparkling waters, prom pt­
ing a haughty sneer. I have been paid 
such discourtesy on several occasions at 
various establishm ents, and I do not ap­
preciate it; my decision to abstain from 
alcohol should in no way indicate that I 
am “cheap,” nor should it result in infe­
rior service.
To its credit, the Jazz Room is a classy 
joint: dark and atm ospheric, yet playful, 
w ith an intricate design rem iniscent of 
stardust and youth and the nouveau-riche. 
A lthough the music was a bit loud, it was 
very good, and one can forgive improv. 
artists their fervor.
Honestly, the concept is lovely; with 
a w all o f windows and rich leather sofas, 
the place m akes one tru ly  feel in a class 
o f  one’s own, which is perhaps part o f  the 
problem.
The Jazz Room evidently embraces
the exclusivist m axim  that 
sm aller is better. O ur server, 
who had no more than a cur­
sory knowledge o f the menu, 
recom m ended two o f the small 
plates, three at the most. A fter 
waiting an oppressively long 
tim e for our food, we received 
portions that can best be de­
scribed as dim inutive. Each 
was sm aller than a traditional 
appetizer at an ordinary res­
taurant, and certain ly  not ad­
equate for our dinner.
Nor did they taste espe­
cially good. The je rk  chicken 
kabobs —  o f which there were 
three —  clung m ercilessly to 
their sticks, and the lobster 
m ac-’n ’-cheese was a fishy 
nightm are. I had a rendition of 
that latter dish once at Coach Insignia in 
D etroit, and it was scrum ptious. But these 
noodles were overcooked, and the lob­
ster completely overpowered the cheesy 
goodness o f w hat should have been su­
perb com fort food.
It took our server nearly five m inutes 
to bring my check after I requested it, and 
even longer to cash me out. A fter waiting 
another several m inutes for the faux-mai-
R icky N ormandkau
tre  d ’ to fetch my fiancee’s jacket, we left 
the sorry establishm ent and drove to Brio 
Tuscan G rille for some heartier fare.
In fairness, Pacchia Prim a may be ev­
erything the Jazz Room is not. Those dar­
ing diners who wish to visit, or perhaps 
pay final respects to  this form erly excel­
lent establishm ent, may call the reserva­
tion hotline at 937-341-5050.
A rrive early, in case they lose your 
reservation as well.
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Students Celebrate Feasts and Festivities
• A l y s s a  W e a v e r  •
C o n t r i b u t i n g  W r i t e r
Amid frigid winds and looming 
exams, one thought warms the bod­
ies and souls of Cedarville students: 
Christmas.
Scrumptious food, classic carols, 
and pretty presents are only a few of 
the cherished Christmas traditions 
students hold in their hearts. Many 
also anticipate one-of-a kind celebra­
tions.
The results of a large survey sug­
gest that for most students, tasty treats 
are quintessential to the Christmas ex­
perience. From hearty meals to sugary 
delights, good food is a celebratory 
“must.”
Sophomore Kathryn Billhartz 
cooks with her mom, creating the 
classic gingerbread house as well as 
peanut butter balls, peanut bfittle, and 
creamy fudge.
Felicia Lustig, also a sophomore, 
plans to fill up on steaks, turkey, ham, 
cheesy and mashed potatoes, all kinds 
of vegetable casseroles, and an endless 
list of homemade goodies lovingly 
made by her aunt. “I come away feel­
ing like they’ll need to roll me into the 
car,” Lustig said.
Students aren’t the only ones en­
joying tasty snacks this season. In a 
treasured tradition, junior Drew Wil­
liams provides carrots for Santa’s rein­
deer.
Sophomore Daniel Zimmerman 
has a most unusual food tradition. 
Though pigs-in-a-blanket is a com­
mon appetizer, he and his family wrap 
hot dogs in croissants on Christmas 
and call them “baby Jesus wrapped in 
a blanket.”
While Christmas food is delecta­
ble, sharing with friends and family is 
what makes the season unforgettable.
Secret Santa is the unique way se­
nior Isaac Pittman’s family celebrates 
gift giving. Every person draws a 
name and gives a gift to that fam­
ily member. In another touching and 
unique tradition, Pittman and his cous­
ins make breakfast for their grandpar­
ents on Christmas morning.
When asked about family tradi­
tions, Travis ?Knipple? laughed and 
said, “We all go to my uncle’s [house] 
and make fun of my brother every
year.” He merrily recalls the fun in 
teasing his brother for getting caught 
“egging” in a small town much like 
Cedarville.
Christmas would not be the same 
without a dazzling array of lighted 
homes, as freshmen Sam Roberto and 
Peter Mitchell agree. Mitchell said, 
“Sunday nights we drive around and 
listen to Christmas music while look­
ing at Christmas lights in the neigh­
borhood.”
Christmas is a time for senior 
Mark Urman’s Czech family to pass 
on ethnic traditions. “My mom puts a 
pickle ornament in the tree on Christ­
mas Eve, and whoever finds it gets to 
open a present,” Urman said.
Kyu-bum Kim, a junior, will cel­
ebrate Christmas with his mission­
ary parents in Lima, Peru. “I go to 
the beach with family and friends 
because its summer in the Southern 
Hemisphere,” said Kim.
Through a variety of traditions, 
Cedarville students are sharing the 
Christmas spirit with loved ones 
—  which is exactly what makes this 
season so special.
D inos Serves Up Shoddy 
Disappointment
search.com, Dino’s had only one review. The 
angered guest had written, “I don’t know if 
being berated by the barista is part of the au­
thentic Italian cappuccino experience, but if  it 
is, count me out. Paying for my pricey drink 
with a $20 bill invited snide remarks from the 
owner. I was treated to further insult as I turned 
to leave, well within earshot of the many cus­
tomers present. You’d think a previously fre­
quent customer would be accorded a little more 
respect. I’m  willing to pay a premium to sup­
port a local entrepreneur, but I’m  not willing to 
put up with this kind of treatment.”
To give it some credit, Dino’s offers a di­
verse selection of flavored coffees, while serv­
ing up a decent white chocolate mocha. This 
close-to-school alternative to Beans-N-Cream 
stays open relatively late and supports a pleth­
ora of local musicians by playing and selling 
their music.
However, I still think that prospective pa­
trons would be better off enduring the extra 
driving time for better coffee shop escapes. 
The Kava House in Beavercreek serves as an 
excellent alternative, offering an even greater 
selection of coffee choices with names like 
“The Black Kat” and “Sugar Daddy.”
Also in Beavercreek, the Five Walls Coffee 
Shop functions as a great date location. Be­
tween the porch swing, the drive-up window, 
frequent acoustic concerts, the array of board 
games, local photography for sale, and the good 
coffee, Five Walls is definitely worth a visit.
In short, before getting swept into the sup­
posed enchantment that all Yellow Springs en­
terprises seem to possess, think twice before 
adding Dino’s to your list of must-visit out-of­
town locations.
• J e n n a  M a r c u m  •
V i e w p o i n t s  E d i t o r
From a business with a name like “Dino’s 
Cappuccinos,” one should not have high expec­
tations to begin with.
Every time I go to Dino’s, I genuinely try to 
appreciate the atmosphere. After all, it is locat­
ed in the heart of downtown Yellow Springs, 
and, in spite of our differences, all coffee shops 
are somewhat appealing, right?
But then my eyes inevitably dart to the 
crowded seating, the plastic-strip curtains, and 
the obnoxious neon purple “Dino’s” sign. The 
oversized windows at the front of the small 
cafe lend themselves to an environment with 
virtually no privacy or comfort while reveal­
ing a popular hangout for young delinquents 
outside.
The Dino’s experience does not prove any 
better than its shoddy appearance. The five 
dollar credit card minimum forces Visa-only 
carriers to order at least two drinks, and the 
unfriendly environment creates a tense inter­
action between employee and customer.
After relatively poor service from one of 
two Dino’s employees, during which chances 
are good that you will be served something 
other than what you ordered, finding decent 
seating is virtually impossible. O f course, the 
awkward couch will be open, but unless you 
want to be seated much too near the ground 
and at a strange sideways angle, it will leave 
you wanting.
Finally, if  you have plans to stay until clos­
ing time, expect to be literally swept out the 
door with a broom ten to 15 minutes early.
I am not the only one harboring such ani­
mosity towards Dino’s Cappuccinos. On city-
WEEKEND EVENTS
Cinema de Lux @ The Greene 
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas” 
12/9 @ 10:00 a.m.
FREE with the donation of a child’s toy 
www.thegreene.com
Lighthouse City of Refuge Church 
“A Christmas to Remember” Concert 
12/15 @ 7:00 p.m. -12/17 @ 10:00 a.m. 
Call 879.2610 for details 
www. libertyinthelight. com
Books & Co. @ The Greene 
Schuster Center Celebration Choir Concert 
12/10 @ 4:00 p.m.
FREE
www.thegreene.com
The Dayton Ballet
The Nutcracker - The Holiday Classic 
12/15-23 // Showtimes vary 
Tickets range $25-$55 
www.daytonballet.org
W hy Film s M atter
• R e b e k a h  S h i p p e r  •
N ew s  E d i t o r
Two years ago, Student Life sponsored “Beyond Tolerance: Grace,” a two-day event dealing 
with issues of diversity and multiculturalism. In addition to guest speakers and discussion forums, 
Student Life showed the film Amistad.
According to John Purple, Dean of Student Life Programs, the event sparked the idea of creating 
a film series to deal specifically with issues relevant to college students. Purple and other Student Life 
staff agreed that films could be used to convey truth and stimulate thought in a unique and effective 
way.
Today, Films That Matter sponsors two to three films each semester, in addition to others it pro­
vides simply for entertainment.
“Films spark conversation,” said Purple. While some films are on timely issues —  like the up­
coming film Philadelphia, which deals with AIDS —  the department does not have specific stan­
dards for choosing a film. “Sometimes we just think it would create great conversation.”
In the past, Films that Matter showed films like Stand and Deliver, Paper Clips, Glory, and 
United 93. Not all its featured movies are recent releases, as Purple recognizes that students may have 
missed movies that still provoke great conversation although they were released ten to 20 years ago.
According to Purple, some may be “uncomfortable films for Christians, no doubt about it.” How­
ever, “although we disagree with [some issues] biblically, we will be confronted with them at some 
point.”
“In today’s society, movies are the parables of the day,” said Dr. Bill Brown, the university presi­
dent. “Every movie is telling us something about a person’s perspective of life and meaning Unfor­
tunately, too many Christians view films uncritically; [they] do not ‘test everything’ as the Apostle 
Paul reminds us in 1 Thessalonians 5:21.”
Student Life and the Student Center Activity Board typically choose the films, although they 
always consider student suggestions. One of the greatest deciding factors is how the film can be used 
to foster discussion.
Movies shown by Films that Matter are not censored. However, Purple noted that the films 
“aren’t shown in a vacuum. There is always discussion afterwards.”
Student Life does not show all films that Films that Matter considers presenting. Most recently, 
it considered the film Crash. While it recognized that Crash deals with important issues, the group 
ultimately decided that the film’s content was too inappropriate.
“My grandest hope is that students don’t just absorb a film, but really process what it is saying,” 
said Purple. “We are not trying to give an alternative; we just want students to think about things in 
a different way and to think critically.”
For Brown, the ability to think critically about films helps students to “not only enjoy a good 
movie, but know why it is good. We can also understand why a film is a real stinker.”
Student Life welcomes student suggestions for Films that Matter. Suggestions should be emailed 
to Dean Purple at purplej@cedarville.edu.
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FILM:: PG-13
by D e n n i s  N a n g l e
FILM:: PG-13
by R e b e k a h  Sh i p p e r
MUSIC
BY D E N N IS NANGLE
MUSIC
BY N i c k Er b e r
PVD :: NR
JEFF TWEEDY
BY N i c k Er b e r
CASINO ROYALE :: Ma r t in  Campbell ic tc k ir iz
Pierce B rosnan’s perform ance as Jam es Bond gradually  be­
came pretentious and com pletely non-realistic, and his super­
suave, never-break-a-sw eat a ttitude was boring. The new 007 
D aniel Craig shines w ith  com passion, anger, regret, and despair 
in  Casino Royale.
Brosnan, and other Bonds before him , were dull in the ir care­
ful calculations o f  foiling enem ies; Craig does w hatever it takes 
—  even i f  tha t includes carelessly plow ing through w alls and 
runn ing  o ff 70-foot big rigs —  to get the job  done.
H e’s also refresh ingly  crass. For exam ple, while other players 
delicately slide the ir chips to the center o f  the poker table, Craig 
rebelliously shoves his bet, scattering  neat piles in the process.
W hile C raig’s new  in terpretation  o f Bond is a key elem ent in the 
film ’s success, the th rilling , tw isted, yet still-cogent plot bolsters the 
feel o f the movie, w hile excellent cinem atography keeps the view er 
at the edge o f  her seat. A lso top-notch are the perform ances by sup­
porting  actresses Eva G reen and Dame Judi Dench.
Casino Royale is undoubtedly one o f the best Bond film s to date, 
and particu larly  o f the younger generation. The m orality  is, o f course, 
a bit tw isted  —  the m an is a contract k iller who has no reservations 
against seducing a m arried  woman. Even so, Casino Royale is a m ust- 
see for students who enjoy w itty  banter, heart-stopping suspense, and 
a jaw -dropping story.
THE QUEEN :: STEPHEN Frear * * * * *  •
It was A ugust o f 1997, and P rincess D iana, the “People’s 
P rincess,” had  ju s t d ied  in  a car accident tha t shocked the world. 
D raw ing from  th is tragedy, S tephen F rear’s The Queen takes au ­
diences inside the Royal H ouse to experience how one w om an’s 
life and death shook the Royal Fam ily and all o f  B ritain .
Helen M irren  gives a b rillian t perform ance as Q ueen E liza­
beth  II. H er p o rtrayal fu lly  em bodies the com plexities, the em o­
tions, and the trad itio n s o f  not only th is  pa rticu la r queen but 
o f  the E nglish  M onarchy. As a resu lt, The Queen is an hon­
est, h ea rt-b reak ing  exam ination  into the death  o f  D iana and the 
transfo rm ation  o f  the E nglish  people and the ir governm ent.
The film  effectively  depicts the im pact o f D iana’s death  and
the Royal F am ily ’s unpreceden ted  response as they cam e to under­
stand the ir role and th e ir  people in  a new light.
M ichael Sheen is as s tunn ing  as M irren , h is p o rtraya l o f  P rim e 
M in ister Tony B la ir em bodying balance and tru th  during  a tim e of 
rash  behavior and uncerta in ty . By contrast, A lex Jen n ings’ Prince 
C harles is rem arkably  dull —  though w hether th is dep iction  is h is ­
to rica lly  accura te  is d ifficu lt to determ ine.
The Queen is by far one o f  the best film s o f  the year. M irren  and 
Sheen defy  category  and are, quite simply, regal.
SUFJAN STEVENS :: Songs For Ch ristm as * * * * *
According to the artist’s MySpace site, Sufjan Stevens’ Songs for Christ­
mas is “musical fruit cake.” And honestly, nothing could be closer to the truth.
Just like the deceptively simple exterior of the treasured holiday pastry, 
Sufjan’s 42-track, 5-disc, 2-hour ode to all things —  and that is almost liter­
ally all things —  Christmas is packed tight with everything from serious and 
respectfully-preserved classics such as “O Come O Come Emmanuel” to the 
wonderfully mild and light-hearted “Get Behind Me, Santa!” The variety ap­
peals to just about every yuletide listening need.
Sufjan also avoids the cliche track list by including several lesser-known 
songs like the gorgeously arranged “Lo! How A Rose E’er Blooming,” which, 
just like our beloved fruitcake, transports the listener to simpler, nostalgic
Christmases filled with harmonious family interactions and pastoral snowfalls.
In contrast to the typical Christmas album, Sudan’s strongest tracks are his 
original pieces, which range from the touching “Jupiter Winter” to the whimsically 
insightful “Did I Make You Cry on Christmas Day? (Well, You Deserved It).”
However, all good fruit cakes get stale if left out too long. And that’s the minor 
pitfall with this album. After a while, Sufjan’s remake of yet another Christmas clas­
sic begins to sound disturbingly similar to all the other banjo-laden, high-harmony 
reiterations.
While hardcore Sufjan fens will love it, those simply looking for a fresh Christ­
mas sound will delight in the several savory morsels this album has to offer— but 
won’t be able to stomach the entire loaf.
Gwen Stefani - the sweet escape * ★ * * ☆
Gwen Stefani’s second solo effort, The Sweet Escape, fortunately em­
ploys the same formula that made 2004’s Love. Angel. Music. Baby, a smash 
success, blending Stefani’s unique sense of style and flair for eclecticism.
“Early Winter,” a refreshing Keane collaboration, is laced with the Irish 
band’s characteristically slow melodies and chilling guitars, but when Stefani 
brings personal lyrics and her signature voice to the table, she makes it her 
own.
Ballads “4 In the Morning” and “Wonderful Life” carry lyrical strength, 
while such high-tempo hits as “Wind It Up” and “Don’t Get It Twisted” keep 
the album upbeat and tight.
Overall, Stefani’s self-proclaimed “hardcore sophomore” CD satisfies
and remains distinctively separate from her No Doubt singles. However, “Orange 
County Girl” sounds like something Brooke Hogan would deem a number-one 
success; also, “Yummy” contains the awkward and disgusting sex-candy meta­
phor that was revitalized by Kefis and perpetuated most recently with Fergie’s 
“Fergaficious.”
Those gratuitous selections aside, The Sweet Escape is a fun and introspective 
album that highlights every facet of Stefani’s persona.
Note: The Sweet Escape features a Parental Advisory Warning. Edited 
versions o f the songs are available on Napster.
DAMIEN RICE :: 9 * * * * *
Back in 2003, Damien Rice released O, a collection of Irish folks songs. 
By almost all accounts it was a hugely popular and extremely well crafted 
album, reaching the top of the Irish charts and gamering some pretty im­
pressive reviews in the States.
Since O, Rice has been touring the U.S. and Europe with acclaimed 
singer/songwriter Fiona Apple, lobbying for the release of Burmese Nobel 
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi, and, apparently, falling into musical medioc­
rity.
There isn’t  anything fundamentally wrong with Rice’s new album. On 
all of the songs the guitar is lovingly arranged with the warmth of a string
section and with the ineffable voice of Lisa Hannigan accompanying Rice’s 
own stringy falsetto.
The tracks would work well as singles or, perhaps with intense cutting, an 
EP, but as an album 9 is just bland. Almost all of the songs are folk ballads, and 
the lyrics are either too abstract or too explicit to sustain interest.
To his credit, Rice seems to be sincere in all that he does on this album. In 
this honesty ties his strength and, unfortunately, his most apparent weakness. 
Rice writes about only two things: breakups and the women who cause them.
Rice’s poor subject choice slips quickly into cliche. 9 has a heart of gold, but 
Rice’s understanding of his craft just isn’t up to par.
Jeff Tweedy :: sunken  treasure * * * * *
A single, dark guitar note plays. Then another. And another. Again. A 
voice rises above the pulse of the guitar: “Music is my savior / 1 was maimed 
by rock ’n roll / 1 was tamed by rock ’n roll / 1 got my name from rock ‘n 
roll.”
More complex picking expands on the pulse of the detuned guitar. The 
crowd stands in complete silence, staring at the performer on the stage, shar­
ing his music, absorbing the sounds. This is a both solemn and recurrent 
scene in Jeff Tweedy’s new concert DVD, Sunken Treasure: Live in the Pa­
cific Northwest.
Tweedy’s music is some of the best Americana made today. In his songs 
he combines country music with noise music, punk rock, and innumerable
other genres. The melodies have a feel all their own, and some of the rhythms 
—  mostly contrived by Tweedy’s impeccable drummer, Glenn Kotche —  make 
even the most jaded indie fan wish he could dance.
Though he spends most of his time playing with his band, Wilco, in the film 
Tweedy holds his songs together without the complex arrangement surrounding 
them. He keeps the concert fresh and amusing throughout the film, telling self-de­
preciating jokes and genuinely sharing himself with the viewer. Tweedy seems at 
ease in the limelight; veteran folk singer that he is, he emotes just enough to share 
his feelings, but not enough to remove the poetic ambiguity that fuels his songs.
Overall, this is an extremely engaging and entertaining film, one of the few 
music DVDs worth owning.
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Mens Basketball:
Winning Will Take Care of Itself
• R y a n  M o s h e r  ■
C o n t r i b u t i n g  W r i t e r
Being undefeated  is great, 
but w inn ing  a national cham ­
pionship  is better. C edarv ille  
U n iversity ’s m en’s basketball 
team  has sta rted  the season 8-0, 
but w inning  the last game o f the 
season is m ore im portan t to  the 
Yellow Jackets.
C edarv ille  has 
com piled some im ­
pressive w ins in  the 
early  going thus far, 
includ ing  an open­
ing gam e v ictory  
against N A IA  D i­
v ision  I #9 L indsey 
W ilson, and 2005­
2006 AM C N orth  
D ivision cham pion 
D aem en in  the C e­
darv ille  Inv ita tional cham pion­
ship game. The Jackets have shot 
49 percen t from  the floor and 37 
percen t behind  the arc. Three 
players are averaging double­
figu re  points w hile freshm an 
C hris B eals is hovering at 9.4 
PPG.
A lthough the Jackets have 
been  playing exceptionally  well 
on the offensive end o f the floor, 
the team ’s success has h inged on 
th e ir defensive play. H ead Coach 
Ray Slagle con tinually  rem inds 
the players tha t they can be
am ong the best in  the coun try  i f  
they sim ply play  defense to the 
best o f  th e ir ability. The Jack­
ets have held th e ir opponents 
to  shooting 40 percent from  the 
floo r and 31 percen t from  th ree- 
po in t range, w hile averaging 10 
m ore rebounds than  th e ir foes 
per game.
Senior student assistan t L o ­
ren  K uhn says tha t th is  team  can 
be very  good but has to take it 
one step at a tim e: “W e’ve s ta rt­
ed strong, but we need to  w in 
our conference gam es and get 
back to  the national tournam ent 
f irs t.”
C edarv ille  faces a tough 
schedule over the next few 
w eeks. The Yellow Jackets face 
AM C South defending cham pi­
ons W alsh U niversity  th is S atur­
day at home. The Jackets then go 
on the road to  com pete against 
the F ighting  Scots o f W ooster
College before com ing back to 
S tranahan  G ym nasium  to host 
N A IA  D II runner-up  H unting­
ton U niversity.
The upcom ing schedule is 
extrem ely  dem anding, but the 
Yellow Jackets are up to  the 
challenge, as they always keep 
in  m ind C oach S lagle’s season 
sta tem ent, “The m ental is to the 
physical as four 
is to  one.” The 
Jackets need to 
be m entally  p re ­
pared  every tim e 
they step out on 
that floor, both 
offensively and 
defensively.
Junior guard  
Ryan Short, a 
th ree-year s ta rt­
er for the Yellow 
Jackets, leads the team  in m in ­
utes per gam e at 30.3, and is sec­
ond only to D aniel Rose in team  
scoring w ith  13.1 PPG. Short had 
th is to say about the team ’s s ta rt 
and the rest o f  the ir season: “we 
can com pete talent-w ise w ith 
every  team  on our schedule, and 
it is ju s t  a m atter o f  com ing out 
each and every n ight in practice  
and focusing on the th ings we 
can do to  be a m ore effic ien t, ef­
fective basketball club. I f  we do 
tha t, w inn ing  w ill take care o f  
itself.”
The upcoming schedule is 
extremely demanding, but 
the Yellow Jackets are up to 
the challenge, as they always 
keep in mind Coach Slagle's 
season statement, 'The men­
tal is to the physical as four 
is to one.'
Player Profile :: Stacie Travis
■ A n d r e a  "Wa l k e r  •
Staff  W r i t e r
Senior guard Stacie Travis is prepar­
ing to make the most o f her fourth and fi­
nal year as part o f  Cedarville’s women’s 
basketball program. She seeks to end her 
collegiate career on a high note, hoping 
to contribute to a National Championship 
victory this year.
Travis began playing basketball when 
she was five years old. At that time she 
lived on a court where older boys would 
play basketball every day. As she watched 
them compete, she developed an interest in 
playing basketball.
She participated in recreational leagues 
until she was old enough to play for her 
school in the sixth grade. Beginning in 
seventh grade, Travis joined a travel bas­
ketball team with the Amateur Athletic 
Union (AAU), competing for them for the 
next four years.
She lettered in basketball all four years 
and in volleyball for three years at her Vir­
ginia high school. She averaged 26 points 
per game, leading her team and conference 
in scoring.
Travis decided to come to Cedarville 
because she loved the atmosphere o f the 
school and the girls on the basketball team. 
She has enjoyed many highlights during 
her career here, including making it to the 
National Championship two o f her three 
years, road trips, and team bonding week­
ends.
Sport: Basketball 
Height: 5 feet 4 inches 
Position: Guard 
Passion: Glorifying God
both on the court with basketball stuff as“The player I have been challenged by the most is Kari Flunker —  
well as how to lead,” Travis said.
Travis plans to capitalize on every opportunity given to her this year. “I ’m  just trying to soak it all up,” she 
explained. Travis is specifically planning to focus on using the opportunities God gives her to talk to her opponents 
about Him.
As much as she loves basketball, Travis’ higher purpose and passion is to honor God. “I want to use my life just 
to glorify God —  whatever situation, wherever he takes me. So I guess right now that’s using basketball.”
Season Completed: 
Volleyball Ends Great 
Year at Biggest Stage
• A n d r e w  S w e i g a r d  •
C o n t r i b u t i n g  W r i t e r
The Lady Jackets put together another im pressive season, 
ending the year w ith their th ird  straight trip to NA IA  N ation­
als. A lthough their trip to C olum bia, M issouri m ay not have 
turned out quite like they had p lanned (three losses to finish 
the year), m aking it there three years in a row is quite an ac­
com plishm ent. O nly 20 team s nationw ide are invited to take 
part in the h igh-caliber tournam ent. In addition to p laying the 
best N A IA  team s in the nation, the C edarville w om en had to 
p lay  the last tw o m atches w ithout their m iddle hitter, Julia 
Bradley. Ju lia  is C edarv ille’s a ll-tim e leader in k ills, but she 
hurt her knee in the first m atch o f  the tournam ent. Top-ranked 
N ational A m erican U niversity, hailing  from  Rapid City, South
Julia Bradley (#20) prepares to set up her teammate for a kill.
D akota, took hom e the cham pionship honors by defeating the 
#9, #4, and #2 ranked team s in the nation.
CU earned its spot in the tournam ent after w inning the 
N A IA  R egion IX C ham pionship. C edarville was also the NC- 
CAA N ational C ham pions for the second straight year and fin ­
ished w ith an astounding 45-10 record. Jun ior Sarah Zeltm an 
was nam ed to the N A IA  A ll-A m erican Second Team follow ­
ing an incredible year. Sarah had been nam ed to the NA IA  
A ll-A m erican Third Team in 2004, so this year m akes her C e­
darv ille ’s first tw o-tim e A ll-A m erican  in volleyball. Zeltm an 
averaged a team  high 4.5 k ills a game this season but was even 
m ore im pressive at the NA IA  N ationals w ith m atches o f  14 
and 16 kills.
The reason for the ir success is sim ple: team w ork.“We have 
becom e a fam ily that grow s, laughs, cries, and learns togeth­
er,” Z eltm an said. “I hate it w hen the season is over, but I en­
jo y  looking back over the m any m om ents that m ade this season 
w hat it is and the people that have shaped me into who I am .”
The team  has experienced som e rough tim es this season, 
w ith Cari G reetham ’s illness and m ultiple injuries, yet “through 
it all we have felt G od’s hand directing  our season,” explains 
Zeltm an. The Lady Jackets are an excellent exam ple o f  w hat 
it m eans to be a team . They w ould not have experienced this 
kind o f  success i f  they did not have first and forem ost a deep 
com m itm ent to God and to each other. W hen asked about her 
experiences th is year Sarah ju s t cou ldn’t say enough about her 
team m ates: “They have all made an im pact on m y life. H on­
estly, som etim es I forget that we p lay  volleyball!” W hat a great 
testim ony o f  w hat a team  is all about.
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Indoor Track Set for 2007 Season
M ens Indoor Track 
and  Field Preview
Womens Indoor Track 
and Field Preview
• J o s h  Sa u n d e r s  •
Sta ff  W r i t e r
The CU men’s upcoming track and field 
season could be one o f the more success­
ful team s in the program ’s history. The 
squad is returning two-tim e NAIA Na­
tional Champion pole vaulter Jason Scott 
along w ith many more successful athletes 
in each o f the event areas. The team  will 
seek to utilize its talented athletes in hopes 
of defending its NCCAA Indoor National 
Championship while sending numerous 
athletes to NAIA Nationals.
Jason Scott w ill be looking to defend 
his title and attempt to clear 18 feet 1 inch 
to qualify for US Indoor Nationals. Throw­
ers Ben Michaud and Neil Henning, who 
have both broken the shot put school re­
cord, w ill again be among the top throwers 
in the NCCAA and the NAIA. Jim  Sawin, 
a team  captain and an All-Am erican high 
jumper, w ill be looking to clear 6 feet 8 
inches consistently this season. Sawin will 
also be expanding his repertoire o f events 
as he w ill be competing in some o f the 
sprinting events to enhance his speed and, 
ultimately, his jum ping ability.
Ryan Bundenthal, CU’s school record 
holder in the 60m and 110m hurdles, will 
attempt to gain NA IA  A ll-Am erican status 
in the 60m hurdles. His indoor season will 
also prepare him  for an outdoor season in 
which he w ill be attem pting to hit 14.00s 
in the 110m hurdles, a feat that would pro­
visionally qualify him  for the U.S. Olym­
pic trials.
Bryan Pittman, a member of the NAIA 
Top Ten cross country team, w ill be look­
ing to break 15 m inutes in the 5k while 
automatically qualifying for the NAIA 
National Championship in the both the 3k 
and 5k.
Freshman Daniel Roberts, who is cur­
rently CU’s only 2006-2007 NAIA A ll­
American, has decided in conjunction
with distance coach Paul Orchard to by­
pass training for the World Junior National 
Championships and put all his concentra­
tion into the Cedarville track and field sea­
son. Roberts w ill be a valued addition in 
any event he competes in from the 400m 
to the 10k.
The men’s distance medley team  
should be contending for at least NAIA 
All-Am erican status, i f  not for the national 
championship outright. W ith its deep pool 
of potential runners consisting o f Bunden­
thal, Kevin Kuhn, Judson Brooker, Joshua 
Saunders, and Roberts, the team  has high 
expectations.
Furtherm ore, the team  has a growing 
number o f talented and healthy sprint­
ers who w ill be a welcomed benefit to the 
team. Travis Smith and Eric Anderson, 
two sophomore sprinters hampered by in­
juries during their freshm an year, should 
be competitive this year for the Jackets. 
The addition of Brandon Tess, Sammy 
Starr and Kelly Nowels w ill compliment 
the sprinting squad.
Head Coach Jeff Bolender has also 
made some improvements to the team ’s or­
ganization. Coach Bolender implemented 
event qualifying standards for some of the 
more competitive meets the team  will be 
traveling to. These standards allow the 
athletes to compete w ith appropriate com­
petition. As Sawin put it, “the bigger meets 
w ith qualifying standards w ill give the 
elite athletes better competition; yet, at the 
same time, Coach Bolender w ill still pro­
vide m eets that w ill best suit the younger 
and developing athletes.”
CU men’s track and field has a chance 
to be one o f the top team s in the nation, 
and this is especially evident in team  goals 
which include w inning the NCCAA In­
door National Championship and sending 
numerous athletes to NAIA Indoor Na­
tionals.
Senior captain Ryan Bundenthal at NAIA Indoor Nationals last season.
Sam Maat gained All-American honors in the 5k last indoor season.
■ K e r i  H i l t y  •
C o n t r i b u t i n g  W r i t e r
The C edarv ille  U niversity  W om en’s 
Track and Field program  looks p rom is­
ing for a num ber o f  reasons. The first: 
an incred ib ly  strong group o f ath letes 
re tu rn in g  from  the 2006 season. Sec­
ond, a fte r a successfu l cam paign last 
year, the CU w om en are the re ign ing  
N CCA A  Indoor N ational C ham pions. 
A nd, finally , they  are supported  by a 
prom ising  freshm an  class.
H igh ligh ting  the re tu rn in g  a th letes, 
the senior class is w ell-rep resen ted  by 
eight senior women. A ll, except one 
tran sfe r student, have been  p a rt o f  the 
program  since the ir freshm an  year. 
N A IA  A ll-A m ericans from  th is  senior 
class include Sarah Ensslen  in  the t r i ­
ple jum p (indoor), Sam antha M aat in 
the 5K (indoor/outdoor) and  10K (out­
door), and K eri H ilty  in  the 600m  (in ­
door). O ther re tu rn in g  seniors expected  
to  m ake considerable con tribu tions are 
Em ily Peacock, C h ris tin a  R eyes, and 
B onnie W right, all o f  whom  have been 
past N A IA  qualifie rs  in  th e ir  events. 
A lso provid ing  depth  to the sp rin t­
er un it, N CCAA A ll-A m ericans Deb 
Sweede and M elissa W ysong w ill add to 
the m iddle d istance core.
L eading the ju n io r  class is C ourtney  
Reid, a re tu rn in g  N A IA  q u a lifie r in  the 
hurd les as w ell as the 4x400 relay. O ther 
ju n io r  re tu rn ees  to the Lady Jacket p ro ­
gram  include m iddle d istance  runners 
A udree Goodew, L eanne C runelle , and 
M aria  Balch. Jun io r tran sfe r student 
L indsay Stone is p artic ip a tin g  in  her 
second season w ith  the L ady Jackets as 
a throw er.
E lisabeth  Pyles and N icole Santos
bring  a lot o f  depth  to the d istance de­
partm ent. Both w ere N A IA  A ll-A m eri­
cans during  the 2006 cross coun try  sea­
son. Pyles was the 2006 runner-up  in  the 
steep lechase at the N A IA  N ational M eet 
and fin ished  12th in the N ational Cross 
C oun try  M eet th is  past fall. Santos and 
B rittany  S im pson w ere N A IA  qualifiers  
at the N A IA  Indoor M eet in  the 3K last 
season, and S tacey K eller qua lified  in 
the 1000m.
Head C oach Je ff  B olender signed two 
new freshm an  w om en last sum m er. L o ­
cal ta len t from  C edarv ille  H igh School 
Faith  C ernetic  jo in s  the Lady Jackets 
team  along w ith  Tara L eam an from  
Tacom a (W ashington) B aptist H igh 
School. B oth C ernetic  and Leam an look 
to  offer depth in  a varie ty  o f  events and 
m ake an im m ediate im pact on the team . 
A lso jo in in g  the squad is Lydia Wong, 
who recently  fin ish ed  a phenom enal 
firs t year in  the cross coun try  program .
The Lady Jackets open th e ir season 
at Ohio N orthern  U niversity  on January  
19 and w ill host the C edarv ille  Indoor 
Inv ita tional on January  26 in  the D oden 
Field House. The outdoor season w ill 
include tw o hom e m eets: the C edarv ille  
O pen on M arch 30, then the C edarv ille  
Q ualifie rs  on M ay 11. The team  w ill 
contend throughou t the season in  a very 
com petitive fie ld  including five m eets 
hosted  by N CA A  D ivision I schools. 
D uring  the indoor season, the women 
w ill com pete at the Ind iana  Relays in 
B loom ington, Ind iana  and the A ll-O hio 
C ham pionships at Bow ling G reen U ni­
versity. D uring  the outdoor season, they 
w ill travel to W aco, Texas to  com pete at 
B aylor U niversity  as w ell as partic ipa te  
in inv ita tionals at Ohio U niversity  and 
M iam i U niversity  (O hio).
Emily Peacock owns both the shot put and weight throw indoor school records.
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71 Straight; Lady Jackets Pressing
On Towards National Championship
■ R y a n  S h o r t  •
Sta f f  W r i t e r
The w inn ing  trad itio n  o f  the w om ­
en’s basketball team  at C edarv ille  over 
the past four years (130-12) b rings even 
m ore h igh expectations for the team  
en tering  the 2006-2007 season. Losses 
have been few and far betw een  in p rev i­
ous years; how ever, th is  season the Lady 
Jackets have dropped tw o o f th e ir f irs t 
n ine, a lbeit to h igh ly  touted  opponents. 
Senior A ll-A m erican  po in t guard  K arah 
W alton has played in  only tw o gam es 
due to  a hand in jury , depriv ing  the Lady 
Jackets o f  o n e-h a lf o f  the n a tion ’s best 
backcourt, som ething tha t W alton and 
B rittany  Sm art have provided over past 
years. The silver lin in g  to  th is  situation  
is tha t it p rovides young players w ith
valuable experience tha t w ill m ake the 
team  deeper and m ore dangerous come 
tou rnam en t tim e.
Since d ropping  consecutive gam es, 
the Lady Jackets have won six stra igh t, 
includ ing  tw o league gam es, th e ir  70th 
and 71st consecutive regu lar season 
league v ic to ries da ting  back to D e­
cem ber 7, 2002. B rittany  Sm art has 
con tinued  her four-year assau lt on the 
record  books, se tting  the school re ­
cord for career po in ts in  the f irs t game 
o f  her sen ior cam paign. Fellow senior 
S tacie T ravis is pu ttin g  up career h igh 
num bers o f  12.1 po in ts p er gam e w hile 
shooting 47 percen t from  the fie ld  and 
44 p ercen t from  three.
F reshm an A lison  Lem on from  South 
C harleston , Ohio has m oved into the 
sta rtin g  lineup w ith  the in ju ry  to W al­
ton and has responded  w ith  11.3 po in ts 
per gam e over the past four gam es w hile 
p lay ing  tough p ressu re  defense. W hen 
asked w hat has helped her ad just to the 
college gam e, she po in ts to  her team ­
m ates and coaches: “M y team m ates and 
m y coaches have rea lly  helped me to ad­
ju s t  to  the faste r pace o f  college basket­
ball. They are constan tly  supporting  me 
and encouraging  me. The four seniors 
are alw ays g iv ing  me advice to  m ake 
me better. I feel like I am  becom ing 
m ore com fortable w ith  the gam e, bu t I 
s till have a w ays to  go.”
N ot only has the early  season ad ­
versity  given the younger players like 
Lem on some valuable experience, the 
early  losses have also allow ed the Lady 
Jackets to m ake changes tha t w ill m ake 
them  tougher dow n the road. Sophom ore
Bayley N osal rem inds us, “L ast year, we 
lost tw o gam es early  as well. I th in k  los­
ing has allow ed us to learn  m ore about 
w hat we need to do d ifferently . We have 
m ade some ad justm ents and have gotten  
m uch b e tte r  since then .”
A s the team  sets its season goals, 
N osal is focusing on the process: “We 
never w ant to  top off. We w ant to con­
tinue getting  better. We w ould like to 
w in  the conference and then  w in  N a­
tiona ls .”
W hatever the goal, the jo u rn ey  is 
sure to  be filled  w ith  excitem ent as the 
Lady Jackets p ress, run , and shoot th e ir 
way tow ard  a f if th  consecutive league 
title  and another trip  to  the N A IA  N a­
tional tournam ent, and as the four se­
niors seek to  fu lf ill th e ir d ream  and 
goal o f  a N ational C ham pionship.
Brittany Smart (#15) prepares to stop ho- opponent
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t the Foreword by Donald Miller
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M l  s p i t t e  evangelical church. I heard little about the kingdom of God. If the Pastor Sick tc8d me — B f . - n -  — „  1| r  ^  -  ,--------,------------- r
church was doing something In the community. It was simply the local church The finished form, this book wonderfully clarifies some of my earlier questions regarding 
churth did the work, and the church took credit for the work, being careful to give the mysteries of the kingdom. He also helps me understand my role in this kingdom 
ultimate glory to God. And while I considered and still consider the work of these and why Imago Dei, our church, involves itself in the world so differently than any 
churches to Ik  meaningful, fiiese actions seemed to generate from the paradigm of other congregation I've been a part of. ' ‘
the church as an aid braansation or community center more than as an embassy of . , .  , .
God's kingdom. By this way of thinking, if thechurch had a kingdom, supported a * *
kingdom, loved a kingdom, and defended a kingdom, that kingdom would have to be of the wortd m a y ^ t ^  j ^ e ,  true^ace, true unity In dh-ersrty
' America,, no. some mysterious kingdom that Jesus governed. t  I  j ! ?  T  ^  WnSdom- * ne
M- . r * ' 1 . borders orflags— fsacnaJIyaliveamlacthrethrougbouttheworfdtoday.Con-
The church l attend today.yvttose pastor wrote this book, embraces' a different sideting humankind's limited ability to demonstrate kingship la few thousand wars 
paradigm. Thus is .not t o s a v t o w e  don’t love America. We do. But more than come to mind}, I personally find great hope in the presence ofthe kingdom of God and 
f% ^Srita.welovethek^--,’J“ ®l‘ --‘ --------- • •• —  i  • ' '• i  t ■■. wGod.tntbnatriy.tfierules and workings o f GkrcTs a deeper desire to participate rn it.
are a departure from the rules and workings o f the utopia-envisioned 4 . -
idns o f our Founding Fathers. Unfortunately, their construct must balance ; roa“ ' 0re9° n 
.^OjptlwjcUh^eavalgenpiated by trie fall, a severe &advantage.M
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More BCS Controversy:
• J u s t y n  Ya g e r  •
C o n t r i b u t i n g  W r i t e r Gators Picked Over Wolverines
In  1998, NCAA football set up the 
Bowl C ham pionship Series (BCS) to 
more accurately  determ ine the top tw o 
team s in the nation. The BCS w as m eant 
to end controversies, such as sp lit n a ­
tional cham pions, w hen the 
top tw o team s do not play.
A fter going through several 
changes since its induction , 
the BCS is supposedly  be tte r 
than it has ever been, though 
it s till has its problem s.
Two years ago, an  unb ea t­
en A uburn team  w as left out 
o f the N ational C ham pion­
ship gam e despite w inn ing  
the Southeastern  C onfer­
ence. C ollege Football faced 
another dilem m a th is  year 
regard ing  who w ould p lay  an 
Unbeaten Ohio S tate in  the 
big game. M any people w ere 
left w ondering w hether F lor­
ida or M ichigan deserved  the 
ticket to  G lendale, A rizona.
I don’t know  how  those 
people decided, but here is 
how the BCS chose:
The curren t system  has 
three sources o f  input it av­
erages to  determ ine a fina l 
ranking. Six com puter sys­
tems m ake up one th ird  o f 
that f in a l lineup. Each com ­
puter system  ranks the top 25 team s and 
drops the h ighest and low est com puter 
ranking  for each team . The o ther tw o 
th irds o f  the fin a l BCS score are de ter­
m ined by the H arris  In terac tive  C ol­
lege Football Poll and the USA Today 
Coaches Poll.
A ccord ing  to  ESPN .com , the H ar­
ris Poll panel includes form er p layers, 
coaches, ad m in is tra to rs , and curren t 
and fo rm er m edia m em bers who were 
random ly  chosen from  a pool o f 300
cized  because m any tim es the best tw o 
team s are determ ined  by po litics and not 
by an ac tual contest. In my opin ion , th is 
year was no exception to  th is  ru le , as 
tw o w orthy team s w ere left at the m ercy
Ricky N ormandea i *:: Cedars
nom inees. The C oaches Poll is voted on 
by a board  o f  63 D ivision 1A coaches. 
These th ree  sources determ ine  the best 
tw o N CA A  1A football team s in  who 
w ill play in  the N ational C ham pionship 
Game.
The system  has been  w idely  criti-
o f  popu lar opinion. The problem  is that 
football com petitions w eren’t m eant to 
be decided by polls.
Pat Forde o f  ESPN .com  w rote , “ in  a 
ra tional w orld the polls w ould be little  
m ore than  curiosities, and the cham pi­
onship  w ould be decided on the fie ld .”
The cu rren t system  ju s t  rew ards w h in ­
ers. T his year, the w hiner and w inner 
was U rban M eyer, who has been cam ­
paigning  and com plain ing  for weeks 
about how u n fa ir  it w ould be for h is 
F lorida team  to be left out o f 
the title  game. He had some 
rational g rounds, but his 
persistence seem s to have 
sw ayed m any voters to  put 
his team  ahead o f  M ichigan 
in  the fina l poll.
Lloyd C arr o f  M ichigan 
refused  to lobby for h is team , 
and th is  fa iling  appears to 
have cost them . On N ovem ­
ber 26, the W olverines led 
the G ators by 86 poin ts in  the 
H arris  Poll and 30 poin ts in 
the USA Today poll. By Sun­
day m orn ing  there had been 
a 154-point reversal in  the 
H arris  poll and a 56-point 
sw ing in  the USA Today poll. 
M ichigan dropped  from  the 
#2 spot w ithout even playing 
a gam e, and p lum m eted in 
the po lls a fte r F lorida coach 
U rban M eyer began lobbying 
for his team .
The con tinu ing  co n tro ­
versy has m any push ing  for 
a p layo ff system  in NCAA 
football, but executives don’t 
expect that to  happen because o f  sea­
son length , the in teg rity  o f  the regu lar 
season, and the abundance o f  pro fit the 
cu rren t bowl gam e system  m akes. So, 
ju s t  as in  the past, som eone has to  lose 
in a p o p u la rity  contest, and th is year it 
is the W olverines.
r
■ J im  Sa w in  •
S p o r t s  E d i t o r
• R ed  Sox M ak e  B ig S tr id e s  a t  M L B  
W in te r  M eetings
The B oston R ed Sox signed tw o prem ier 
free agents, landing  o u tfie lder J.D. D rew  and 
shortstop Julio  Lugo th is  p ast Tuesday. Drew, 
"'ho w ill be jo in in g  h is fourth  m ajor league 
team in ten sea­
sons, signed a 
5-year, $70 m il­
lion contract.
The Red Sox plan 
|°  bat him  fifth  
ln the lineup to 
Provide p ro tec- 
hon for sluggers 
Tiavid “Big Papi”
*Trtiz and M anny 
Ram irez. The Red 
S°x also seem  to 
have filled  the ir 
h°le at the lead- 
° ff  spot, signing 
^rlio Lugo to a 4- 
Toar, $36 m illion  
deal.
O ther notable 
heals during  the 
Winter m eetings 
d e lu d e  start- 
Ir*g p itcher Jason 
^chm idt jo in in g  
the L.A. Dodg- 
®rs, catcher M ike P iazza agreeing  w ith  the 
akland A’s, and fu tu re  H all o f Fam er G reg 
^  addux signing w ith  the San D iego Padres. 
°P free agent p itchers B arry  Z ito  and A ndy 
e tt,te are s till on the market.
• M en ’s B a sk e tb a ll C lim b s In to  Top 
10 in  N A IA
Form erly  un ranked , the Yellow Jackets 
m en’s basketball team  jum ped  all the way to 
N A IA  D ivision  II No. 9 in the la test poll. Ce- 
da rv ille  is cu rren tly  8-1 overall and 3-0 in
the AM C South 
D ivision. The 
Yellow Jackets 
su ffered  the ir 
firs t loss o f  the 
season Tues­
day n igh t at the 
hands o f  NCAA 
D ill  No. 6 W it­
tenberg  U niver­
sity. They hope 
to bounce back 
th is  Saturday 
at hom e against 
conference foe 
N A IA  D II No. 
17 W alsh.
The Lady 
Jackets fell five 
spots to the No. 
7 position  in  the 
la test N A IA  DII 
rank ings. The 
w om en are 8-3 
overall but s till 
rem ain  p erfec t 
in  AM C South D ivision play. A ll but tw o o f 
the Jacke ts’ f in a l 18 gam es are conference 
m atch-ups, and they  hope to  bu ild  upon th e ir 
71-straigh t A M C victories.
X-TRA POINTS
LESSON LEARNED: No question threatens God.
MY STORY: Imagine this—a 16-year-old comes up to you 
and asks how God, who is supposed to be loving, allowed 
his friend to die in a car accident. How do you begin to 
answer this? I’ll tell you how 1 do it.
To learn more about Angie’s inspiring story and explore 
the theology programs offered:
www.apu.edu/stoties/aandteu 
(800) TALK-APU 
graduatecenterg’apu.edu
1 1
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HAGGARD GRADUATE  
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
Angie Horn-Andreu, M.Dlv., ’07
Director, High School and College Ministries, 
Forest Home. Forest Falls, California
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How to Find the Perfect Gift
• H eidi C harlton •
Staff  W r i t e r
1. Check out Amazon’s Gift Central. 
You can search for gifts by price, age, person­
ality, or occasion. You 
can also keep track 
of which gifts you’ve 
given to whom with 
the convenient Gift 
Organizer. That way, 
you won’t give grand­
ma the same mixer two 
years in a row.
2. M agazine sub­
scrip tions are also good 
g ift ideas that keep on 
giv ing beyond the ho li­
day season. These days 
th e re ’s a m agazine for 
every  hobby, pastim e 
and activity . You can 
often find  discount 
subscrip tion  p rices on 
A m azon or eBay, but 
p lan  on a delay o f six 
to ten  weeks before r e ­
ceiv ing the firs t issue, 
depending on the fre ­
quency o f d istribu tion .
3. eBay g ift ce rtifica tes are the u ltim ate  
v arie ty  g ift. W ith th e ir alm ost lim itless p ossi­
b ilities , you can send anyone th is  g ift c e r tif i­
cate good for any eBay purchase w here PayPal 
is accepted. Just com plete the online form  and 
pay for the certifica te  w ith a PayPal account. 
C ertifica tes can e ither be em ailed to the re ­
cipient or printed and delivered in person.
4. Re-gifting has actually become an 
accepted holiday tradition over the past few 
years, so if  you have something lying around 
that would be ideally suited for someone on 
your list, re-gift with 
confidence! But re­
member to follow 
these simple re-gifting 
rules:
a. Do not re­
gift to the person from 
whom you originally 
received the item.
b. Similarly, do 
not re-gift to someone 
who knows the origi­
nal gift giver.
c. Remove any 
cards or nam e tags that 
w ould im plicate you as 
the o rig inal recipient.
d. Do not, un ­
der any c ircum stanc­
es, re -g ift item s that 
you have used.
5. Take the 
guessw ork out o f  ho li­
day shopping w ith  on­
line w ish  lists. M any 
online shopping sites allow  brow sers to cre ­
ate lists to send to the ir friends and family. 
Some sites also allow  you to  search for w ish 
lists your friends and fam ily  have created . So 
encourage your loved ones to create w ish  lists 
and send them  to you or m ake them  available 
online.
B irchtow n C o lle ge  
Board  of T ru stees
M em o
To: Faculty, Staff, & Students
From : Board of Trustees 
Date: 12/&2006 
Re: Saflre
It has come to my attention that there are some in our student body who have been engaging in t ie  worldly 
practice of “satire * Specifically, they have satirized me. and the memos which i have published in an effort to 
promote God-pleasing virtues on our campus. (Remember G O P ? God O pposes Progress!) In a  particularly nasty 
composition, jeeringly titled W orshipping God, but W h y ?’ these satirists (a word which is very similar to 'satansts’) 
ricfculed my thoughtful attempt to evaluate a significant campus issue. They criticized me for taSang in circles and 
using big words i don't understand. Well, their floccsnaucinihlpilification was perverse, and it took Edison a 
thousand bulbs before he found the perfect wick.
in an effort to squelch the poisonous practice of satire, I have outlined the following official statement on the matter. 
Seeing as my brother, Rev. Grandgrind, and i are currently the only active trustees on the board, we have already 
approved, ratified, and stamped the document with the word “official,* thus making it binding and arbitrary. Violators 
will be punished according to section !i.i.A.dg,8 of the disciplinary code— viz, a red letter !5* w® be pasted to their 
backs.
I, Satire is generally deemed a reprehensible practice. It leads to all manner of egregious sins, such a s the 
consumption of Irish babies' flesh. It also creates distrust in authority and fear of an organized revolution ted 
by pigs and cows, It deals with fail subjects, such a s excrement and dressing rooms, which are better left 
atone. And it is offensive to God. God did not write a book of satire, nor any other kind of literature; he wrote 
a book of facts. Recall my memo on books; they are best left on their shelves.
II. In addition to the evil perpetuated by satire, it creates a health risk. Satirists tend to develop hunched backs 
and poor eyesight. This is because they are forced to write under She cover of darkness so  as to obscure 
their true identities. Hunching over their desks with nary a candle, straining Iheir eyes to see their 
notebooks in the moonlight, satirists do permanent and lasting damage to their bodies. Furthermore we 
know that anything which goes on after the hour of ten-o’-clock is sinful and dangerous— which is why our 
college im poses an early curfew! W e also know that people who lead double lives like those of satirists are 
susceptible to all manner of dangerous and ungodly practices, Vampires and homosexuals, for example, 
lead double lives.
III. Satire is thus generally unlawful on our campus. There are, however, several exceptions. The following 
subjects are appropriate for satire: Democrats, Communists (which are the sam e a s Democrats), 
feminis tales brans, global warming, English professors, hippies, interracial couples, Saddam  Hussein, and 
. Dan Brown.
Ho, Ho, H o se d : 
T h e  T ru th  A bo u t  
Sa in t  N ic k
• Jack Legg •
Sta f f  W r i t e r
You better watch out; you bet­
ter not cry. Well, go ahead and cry. 
Christmas is fast approaching, and 
children everywhere are being de­
ceived by the jolliest criminal in re­
corded history.
It took me a long time to recog­
nize Santa for what he really is, but 
after some reflection, I have seen 
past that jelly belly, peered through 
that bushy beard, and examined his
deer, forced to haul that sleigh full 
of blubber all over the globe. It’s in­
humane! By the way, the one with 
the glowing nose ought to see a 
specialist. I think he may have been 
exposed to radiation.
What about this flying sled busi­
ness? With today’s airspace regu­
lations, I’m surprised some other 
country hasn’t blown Saint Nick’s 
little toboggan right out of the sky.
Santa also displays a less-than- 
honorable way of visiting people. 
He slides down the chimneys in
true elf.
My suspicions started when I 
was young. I remember trying to 
fall asleep on Christm as Eve after 
my parents lovingly told me they 
were expecting a large, ambiguous 
man to enter my home in the dead 
o f night to leave me a little some­
thing. I was terrified. How was I 
supposed to sleep knowing that a 
stranger was going to sneak into my 
house?
The more I heard about this San­
ta character, the more terrified I be­
came. “He sees me when I ’m  sleep­
ing” ? “He knows when I’m awake” ? 
W hat is this guy, a stalker? Maybe 
Santa should just save h im self a lit­
tle time by using Facebook.
I do not think this Claus fellow 
is setting a good example for our 
children. For starters, the man is 
extremely overweight. According 
to Santa, it is perfectly acceptable 
to eat any cookies and drink any 
milk you might find lying around 
in other people’s homes. Dr. Atkins 
would have a cow (without the bun, 
of course).
And think of those poor rein-
the dead of night. That is breaking 
and entering, my friends. Breaking 
and entering! W hat a lovely skill to 
teach our children.
A fter waltzing onto private 
property, Saint Nick may leave be­
hind some toys. But, I ask, where 
does he get these toys? He gets them 
from thousands of disenfranchised 
elves who work their fingers to the 
bone all year round in his North Pole 
sweatshops. That is slave labor!
For decades, our government 
has busted big business for such 
practices, but when Santa does it, 
everything is all holly jolly. Well, I 
say nay! Free the elves! These inno­
cent little creatures do not deserve 
to live in the clutches o f a tyranni­
cal madm an in a red suit. Fear not, 
little ones; I ’m coming for you. He 
can take our cookies, but he’ll never 
take our freedom!
So, call him Santa Claus if you 
want to. I prefer Santa Hussein. 
Lock your doors and build a roar­
ing fire in the fireplace. Prepare to 
defend yourselves. It is going to be 
a Christmas in the trenches.
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Bring Out the Party Animal in You
• B e t h a n y  S i b b i t t  •
C o n t r i b u t i n g  W r i t e r
JULIE MOORE’S 
COOKING CORNER
♦  Smokin’ Joes (another recipe with NJ 
origins, but I  won’t  belabor the point)
1 lb. ground beef or ground turkey
2 TBSP mustard
1 cup ketchup
1/2 cup water
2 TBSR sugar
1-2 TBSR white or red vinegar (depending on how 
much “zip” you and your family enjoy)
1-2 TBSR W orcestershire sauce (ditto above)
2 TBSR onion
1/2 tsp. liquid smoke (hickory or mesquite flavor)
8-12 hamburger buns
Brown meat with onion. Drain, then put back in  the 
pan. Combine all other ingredients in a bowl; pour over 
meat. Simmer till bubbly. Spoon into buns. Eat while 
Watching a great game of a Philadelphia (or, if  desperate, 
a Cleveland) sports team  like the Phillies or Eagles (or 
the Indians or Browns). Warning: Indigestion can occur 
with Cleveland sports teams.
en Vogue
■ J o e  D u g a n  •
A&E E d i t o r
Thumbs down to the BCS for causing 
even more needless drama.
Thumbs up to Piperlime, Gap’s clever 
foray into the world o f alternative brands.
Thumbs up to the bi-partisan Iraq Study 
Group for their reasonable conclusions 
and timely warning.
Thumbs down to Gwen Stefani. The Sweet 
Escape may wind some listeners up, but we 
don’t think it’s especially yummy.
Thumbs up to Pastafarians for their faith­
ful dedication to the Flying Spaghetti 
M onster and the pursuit o f American 
educational equality.
Thumbs up to 94.9 ‘The Sound’ for play­
ing true rock music.
‘Tis the season to throw a party.
The trees are bright with colorful bulbs and the 
semester is ending. What is the proper response 
to these delightful changes? To throw a party, of 
course.
However, a truly successful holiday party re­
quires some foresight and planning. Here are some 
considerations for the collegiate socialite in this 
season brimming with entertainment and festiv­
ity.
The first significant item on the merrymaking 
“to-do” list is to select a theme. A general theme 
w ill give one some direction in the planning pro­
cess. From this theme, one can choose from a pleth­
ora of options for planning the actual party. If one 
selects a sufficiently broad theme, it can evolve: 
fancy or simple, kitschy or elegant.
The thoughtful socialite might keep a few things 
in mind. First, setting is crucial. An office party  
w ill have a decidedly different atmosphere than 
w ill a gathering with close friends. Sensitivity and 
tact w ill go a long way and may prevent one from 
potential embarrassment later on.
Establishing a guest list is sim ilarly important. 
Granted, one runs the risk of offending through 
exclusion. However, it is better to anticipate those 
guests who will be attending a holiday bash than to 
have crazy Uncle Ned arrive uninvited.
The guest list is essential when planning with a 
budget. Most college students cannot afford to pro­
vide refreshments and entertainment for a horde 
of hungry party-goers. Therefore, prudence calls 
for selectivity.
The size of the party w ill also help determine 
what kind of party it w ill be. The more intimate 
one wishes the gathering to be, the more selective 
one should be with the invitations. These invita­
tions should reflect the tone of the party. If one 
expects the guests to arrive in semiformal attire 
for a sit-down dinner, one should not send a mass 
email to one’s friends, nor a Facebook event notice, 
nor an away message referring to the “hottest par- 
tae of the year.”
Invitations should include the date and time of 
the event, the type of event, and directions when 
applicable.
Take advantage of these simple suggestions and 
savor the holiday festivities. May all your Christ­
mases be white.
Crossword Puzzle
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ACROSS
1. This indie darling recently released a 
Christmas CD
4. Worshippers of the Flying Spaghetti 
Monster celebrate this
7. The feminist alternative to Frosty
8. Don’t let RA’s catch you under this
9. A cool Cedars editor who likes 
Christmas
10. Traditional Christmas meat
12. You probably shouldn't do this on 
Cedar Lake
13. Cedarville students don't drink this 
spiked
15. The cricket resides on it in Dickens’ 
famous short story
DOWN
1. Hang this
2. Everyone's favorite literature 
professor
3. A lovely fabric for Christmas 
sweaters
5. This Christian existentialist wrote a 
famous Christmas play
6. What many students accrue during 
this delightful season
7. Santa rides this
9. The reason for the season
11. Good for festivities AND your 
breath
14. The most arbitrary gift for the most 
underappreciated recipient
Are you ready to lead a ministry?
A wotld in crisis needs men who think deeply and biblically about the issues that ail set cm world 
and the Chin#. wlo haw a-deep ptssiort fur Odd taw for people. and wt® hate the ability to affect ■ 
real -life change. LEAD WITH EXCELLENCE A B8S MASTER OF DIVINITY i$ YOUR KEY.
W  V
BBS can help you 
achieve the Knowledge, 
maturity, and expertise you 
need to become an effective 
ministry leader for the 
glory of God.
» flexible online, module, and 
once-a-mek courses
• Professors with doctorates 
and ministry experience 
m their disciplines
* full-year. paid, 
mentored, church
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« Ornament
The solidity of a sneeze 
And tangible grin, as clear 
As the bare burn of cold
Against my chin. I speak 
With seasonal souse and 
Expression decked empathy -
Ignite the elation to speak out 
Of turn, the leap of mysterium 
Tremendum, the elevation
To shake an icon’s hand.
My tinnitus cured by a 
Choir of bells, all things
Resolved with the deftness 
Of a rhetorical question perched 
On a trivet near the centerpiece.
~J. Milton Bradock
,___V  U A
Populi
Nativity
The blind man beats the ground 
and overturns the sleeping herds of 
magi on the lawn. The prophet 
said we live in death, 
the proper age of man to die 
is standing up and shouting.
We buried him in sand and built a 
manger of his bones.
~J Milton Bradock
December, a Moment
D ecem b er is q u ite  w ed d ed  to  C h r is tm a s . No o th e r  m o n th  is so b o u n d  to  a s e a so n . J u ly  f l i r t s  w ith  In d e p e n d e n c e  
an d  O c to b e r lie s  w ith  H a llo w e en ; F e b ru a ry ’s sm ile  is in to x ic a t in g  a n d  M arch  is d raw n  in  g re e n , b u t  D ecem b er an d  
C h r is tm a s  s h a re  an  in tim a te  b l is s fu l  c ra n b e r ry  m a rr ia g e  b ed .
D ecem b er is C h r is tm a s , q u i te  s im p ly .
A nd so D ecem b er is a p ro m ise ; D ecem b er is a h ig h  re b e llio n . D ecem b er is th e  d e s p e ra tio n  fo r u n ity , th e  one 
p o ss ib le  v ic to r  a g a in s t sc h ism  if  we co u ld  o n ly  le a rn  to  love.
No easy  c h a lle n g e , b u t no  h ig h e r  goal to  a t ta in .
D ecem b er is h ib e rn a tio n ;  D e cem b er is f in a l p ro je c ts  an d  e a rly  m o rn in g  te a , p e p p e rm in t  a n d  c a ffe in e . D ecem b er 
is ice sk a tin g , fo re v e r  th e  m o st ro m a n tic  a c tiv ity  in  th e  w o rld , a n d  in tim a c y , a n d  c ra c k lin g  s tic k s  an d  b u rn in g  logs 
a n d  ash  on th e  h e a r th .  D e cem b er is a se c o n d  s tr in g  o f l ig h ts  in  my ro o m ; D ecem b er is a s to ry  o f th e  d is ta n t  p a s t, 
a n d  a re c o rd  o f th e  p re s e n t ,  a n d  above  a ll th e  icy p o n d e ro u s  f la sh b a c k  th a t  s tr ik e s  th e  en d  o f a y e a r. W hich  m akes 
D ecem b er a g ra n d  n a r r a t iv e ,  a s to ry  th a t  s tr ik e s  us a ll.
I t  d o e sn  t re a lly  m a t te r  if  i t  snow s or ra in s  o r re m a in s  d ry ; th e re  is a s p ir i t  in  th e  se a so n  th a t  is u n b re a k a b le .
U n b re a k a b le  if  you re  s tr a p p e d  fo r m oney  a n d  liv in g  fro m  p ay ch eck  to  p ay c h ec k , o r o u t in  th e  co ld . U n b re a k a b le  
if  you  re  a F if th  A venue exec w ith  th e  m oney  to  b u y  an  e n t i r e  c ity  b lock  fo r th o se  o u t in  th e  co ld , w ith o u t th e  e m ­
p a th y  to  d ro p  tw o b u ck s  in  th e  S a lv a tio n  A rm y b u c k e t. U n b re a k a b le  if  y o u ’re  an  A u ssie , a n d  you  sp e n d  y o u r 
C h ris tm a s  Eve on a w h ite  b e a ch , s t r e tc h in g  o u t b e s id e  th e  su rf .
D ecem b er is a r isk , a c h a lle n g e , a m o m e n t f le e tin g  b u t  a m o m e n t s ti l l .
H a m ilto n  W rig h t M abie  s a id  i t  p e rfe c tly :  “B lessed  is th e  se a so n  w h ich  e n g ag es  th e  w h o le  w o rld  in  a c o n sp ira c y  
of lo v e .”
~A S o p h o m o re
